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BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairirepress.net

CHRISMAN — Commis-
sioner Bryan Haddix wants 
to change how the City of 
Chrisman approaches the 
issue of abandoned and un-
kempt properties.

He discussed the problem 
during the Monday, April 
20, city meeting. The meet-
ing was moved from city hall 
to the American Legion to 
allow for appropriate social 
distancing. It was also the 
first city meeting since March 
16. The April 6 meeting was 
cancelled because of the in-
ability to adequately spread 

people out in the small coun-
cil chamber.

“I’ve had two complaints 
about skunks and complaints 
about mowing,” said Haddix. 

Abandoned buildings in 
town often become denning 
sites for unwanted and de-
structive pests like skunks 
and raccoons.

Haddix suggested instead 
of routinely sending out let-
ters to all of the people who 
are not maintaining their 
properties to begin concen-
trating on one at a time and 
keeping the pressure up until 
some action is taken.

The city can mow proper-

ties when the grass and weeds 
become too high but demol-
ishing a decrepit building is a 
sticky legal issue for not only 
Chrisman but all commu-
nities in Edgar County. It is 
something every city council 
and village board confronts 
on a regular basis.

When the city mows a 
property, the cost can be 
applied as a workman’s lien 
against the property as an un-
paid bill. 

Haddix expressed reserva-
tions about using the city’s 
new mower to go after the 
rough growth at a Jackson 
Street house, located near the 

intersection with state Route 
1. The rundown house with 
the overgrown lot is easily 
visible to motorists driving 
south through town.

According to Haddix, the 
risk is the overgrowth may 
hide debris capable of caus-
ing expensive damage to the 
mower. He suggested pur-
chasing a small bush hog to 
operate from the back of the 
city’s tractor. 

“There are other places we 
can use it,” he said about the 
new acquisition, and the pur-
chase was approved.

Mowing liens against two 
properties on West Madison 

were discussed. Commis-
sioner Tyler Alexander said 
a Chrisman resident is at-
tempting to buy the two lots 
through a tax deed and in-
tends to demolish the house. 
In return, the resident asked 
the city to forgive the liens 
to reduce the amount of ex-
pense needed to make the 
acquisition and assure a clean 
title.

“That’s a $1,000 bill, but 
they are saving the city quite 
a bit by doing the demoli-
tion,” said commissioner 
Rodney Wolfe. 

Council members voted to 

City’s clean-up conundrum
Derelict, unsightly properties are in Chrisman’s crosshairs; Council refines strategies

See CHRISMAN, Page 4A

Jail stays 
closed for 
time being
BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The physical efforts to get the 
Edgar County Jail open have made 
good progress, but the COVID-19 
pandemic is causing another hold-
up.

“It’s pretty amazing the transfor-
mation that has already taken place 
at the jail,” said Jeff Voigt, Edgar 
County Board Chairman.

The jail’s status was a point of 
discussion during the Monday, 
April 20, Edgar County Board 
study session.

At one point in time, the goal 
was to have the jail re-opened by 
April 1, but that did not happen. 
Some of the necessary physical 
work remains to be completed. 
Voigt said the more serious hurdle 
is the Illinois Department of Cor-
rections and the county’s insurance 
provider are limiting inspections 
while the state is under shelter-in-
place orders due to COVID-19. 

The jail closed in December 
when DOC threatened legal ac-
tion because steps were not taken 
following several prior inspections 
that found the jail lacked the prop-
er number of corrections officers. 

See JAIL, Page 4A

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

HUME — Like schools across 
the U.S. the COVID-19 pandemic 
has thrown a monkey wrench into 
the traditional end of year activi-
ties at Shiloh School, according to 
school principal Beth Harbaugh, 
who presented the report to the 
Shiloh board of education Mon-
day, April 20.

Harbaugh recommended the 
board postpone graduation un-
til later in the summer, pending 
the lifting of the social distancing 
mandate.

“We would tentatively plan a 
ceremony for some time in July,” 
she explained, with the last pos-
sible date for the ceremony being 
Friday, July 31. By delaying grad-
uation, Harbaugh said some stu-
dents may already be out of the 
area, on vacation or have begun 
employment.

Harbaugh also recommended:
Providing graduation packets 

to be picked up or distributed to 
the school’s seniors. The packed 
would include non-returnable 
gowns, caps, tassels and diploma 
jackets.
Seniors will submit a pho-

to wearing their caps and gowns 
and holding their diploma jackets 
to Gwen Morris. This photo — 
which may also include a photo 
with their family — will be added 
to the senior slide show.

See SHILOH, Page 4A

Shiloh 
board 
discusses 
graduation

E-LEARNING KEEPING STUDENTS BUSY

Special to The Prairie Press

Ava Barrett, right, goes over an assigment with her mother, Abby, at the family home in Paris. The mother and 
daughter were taking advantage of the sunshine and warmer temperatures to spend time on an assignment for Ava, a 
student at Memorial School.

Special to The Prairie Press

Paris High School junior Max Moody works on an as-
signment familiar to any PHS alum who has ever taken 
anatomy — dissecting the fetal pig. Moody is working to 
identify organs of the pig during an assignment.

Special to The Prairie Press

Crestwood first grade teacher Lynsey Gosnell, upper 
center, meets with members of her first grade class 
during a recent online session. Edgar County schools 
are providing e-learning experiences as well as remote 
learning while schools are closed.

Special to The Prairie Press

Ainsley Johnson, left, a student at Crestwood School, and her brother, Ethan Vice, a freshman at Paris High School, 
work on e-learning assigments at the family’s dining room table. Remote and e-learning is underway in all area 
schools and even includes band meetings online.
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PLAN YOUR 
WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

61   44
Prec: 100%

60   38
Prec: 0%

66   50
Prec: 0%

70   54
Prec: 60%

65   45
Prec: 40%

63   43
Prec: 0%

68   48
Prec: 0%

TODAY — Expect a soggy Saturday with 
rain showers and mostly cloudy skies. Highs 
reach the lower 60s.

FRIDAY — Partly sunny and breezy with 
highs topping out near 60.

SATURDAY — Sunny and seasonable with 
highs climbing into the mid 60s.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67°/46°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 86° in 1986
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25° in 1919

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.59”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.37”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13.08”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.00”

NORMAL:    High: 67   Low: 46    More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  

It is our policy to check every 
story for its accuracy. If you 
were contacted for an article 
and the information wasn’t ver-
ified, please contact Publisher 
Nancy Zeman at 217-921-3216 
or nzeman@prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The 
Prairie Press/Paris Beacon-
News. 

TALK BACK
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 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 5:59 a.m. 7:39 p.m. 7:36 a.m. 10:18 p.m.

SUNDAY 5:57 a.m. 7:40 p.m. 8:13 a.m. 11:19 p.m.

MONDAY 5:56 a.m. 7:41 p.m. 8:56 a.m. --

TUESDAY 5:55 a.m. 7:42 p.m. 9:47 a.m. 12:17 a.m.

WEDNESDAY 5:53 a.m. 7:43 p.m. 10:45 a.m. 1:11 a.m.

THURSDAY 5:52 a.m. 7:44 p.m. 11:49 a.m. 1:59 a.m.

FRIDAY 5:51 a.m. 7:45 p.m. 12:58 p.m. 2:42 a.m.

101 S. Central Ave.  •  Paris
217-465-6381

www.firstmid.com

Darla McClure
Retail Loan Officer
NMLS#1786317

dmcclure@firstmid.com
217-465-0211

Contact Darla to get started on your home loan!

NMLS #411170

HOME
LOANS

From MORTGAGE PRE-APPROVAL to  
DOWN PAYMENT OPTIONS and 
GREAT RATES, we'll help you 
      every step along the way!

MENTAL HEALTH 
SERVICES REMAIN 
AVAILABLE

In this time of high anxieties 
and serious life-stressors we may 
find ourselves in need of mental 
health or substance use disorder 
services. There are some resources 
actively available to our communi-
ty members. Here is a list of such 
resources:
Human Resources Center 

remains open at the Paris and 
Marshall locations for mental 
health and substance use disorder 
treatment. In-person appoint-
ments are limited, but phone and 
video sessions are encouraged for 
the safety of the community and 
our staff. HRC is here to help in this 
difficult time.
118 EAST COURT STREET, PARIS

217-465-4118
M: 8:00am – 5:00pm
T: 8:00am – 7:00pm
W: 8:00am – 5:00pm 
TH: 8:00am – 7:00pm
F: 8:00am – 1:00pm

406 N 2ND STREET, MARSHALL
217-826-6212
M: 8:00am – 5:00pm 
T: 8:00am – 7:00pm 
W: 8:00am – 7:00pm 
TH: 8:00am – 7:00pm 
Regional Behavioral Health 

Crisis Line: 1-866-567-2400
24/7 access for people feeling 

suicidal or homicidal.
Illinois Warm Line:  1-866-359-

7593 Monday through Friday, 8 
a.m.-5 p.m. Free phone support for 
anyone living in Illinois. From the 
main menu, select option #2, then 
#5. Interpreters available for hun-
dreds of languages. Staff are also 
adept at conversing through Video 
Relay TTY: 1 (866) 880-4459 
National Suicide Prevention 

Lifeline:  1-800-273-8255
Crisis Text Line:  Text HOME 

to 741741.

CANCELLED EVENTS
Concern about the spread of 

the COVID-19 virus has caused the 
cancellation of numerous events.

Given the rate at which activ-
ities are being cancelled people 
should call ahead to confirm with 
sponsoring organizations if a 
scheduled event is continuing. 

The University of Illinois 
Extension offices in Edgar, Clark 
and Crawford counties have 
suspended regular hours until 
further notice. Extension staff will 
continue to work remotely and 
will not interact with the public in 
the office. 

All Dine with a Doc programs at 
area senior centers are cancelled 
through May 31. This includes 
the May 8 session at the Marshall 
Senior Center, and the May 13 
program at the Chester P. Sutton 
Senior Center, Paris.

The Paris American Legion Post 
is canceling the Queen of Heart 
drawings until further notice. 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

URBANA — When the tree 
fell that October in 2015, the 
tropical giant didn’t go down 
alone. Hundreds of neighbor-
ing trees went with it, opening 
a massive 2.5-acre gap in the 
Panamanian rainforest. 

Treefalls happen all the time, 
but this one just happened to 
occur in the exact spot where a 
decades-long ecological study 
was in progress, giving Uni-
versity of Illinois researchers 
a rare look into tropical forest 
dynamics. 

“I've been walking around 
that tree for 30 years now. It 
was just humongous,” says Jeff 
Brawn, Professor and Stuart L. 
and Nancy J. Levenick Chair 
in Sustainability in the De-
partment of Natural Resources 
and Environmental Sciences at 
Illinois. “Here we are, running 
around on this plot for years 
and all of a sudden I couldn't 
even find my way around. We 
just lucked into it.” 

What’s lucky is that Brawn 
and his colleagues had amassed 
decades of data on the bird 
community in that exact spot, 
meaning they had a clear be-
fore-and-after view of what a 
treefall could mean for tropical 
birds. 

This particular gap meant 
hummingbirds. Lots and lots 
of hummingbirds. 

“After the treefall, we saw 
a very large spike in the total 
number of hummingbird spe-
cies,” says Henry Pollock, a 

Hummingbirds arrive when trees fall
postdoctoral scholar working 
with Brawn and lead author on 
a study published in the “Jour-
nal of Field Ornithology.” 

“Within the previous 25 
years of the study, we had 
only documented three or 
four hummingbird species, 
and they were usually present 
in low numbers. There was 
one species, the snowy-bel-
lied hummingbird, which we 
had never captured on either 
of our two plots in 25 years of 
sampling. The year after the 
treefall happened, we got 16 
unique individuals of this one 
species, and total diversity of 
hummingbirds more than dou-
bled.” 

The gap also attracted 
fruit-eating birds. The re-
searchers documented a dou-
bling of this group compared 
to pre-treefall numbers, with 
certain species being more 
than three times as abundant. 
Other species, including the 
thick-billed seed-finch, which 
typically inhabits grasslands, 
appeared as if out of thin air. 

“They just swooped in,” 
Brawn says. “It's analogous 
to a backyard bird feeder. As 
soon as you put one in, you'll 
see species you've never seen 
before.” 

And then, almost as quickly, 
the birds disappeared. 

Within one to four years, 
depending on the species, the 
birds returned to pre-treefall 
numbers or were not detected 
again. 

“What that suggests is these 
birds are incredibly mobile 
and opportunistic,” Pollock 
says. “They are probably just 
cruising around the landscape 
prospecting for their preferred 
food sources and habitats. 
Given the sheer size of this 
gap, it acted as a sort of mag-
net, pulling in species from 
potentially kilometers away. I 
mean, 16 snowy-bellied hum-
mingbirds and we've never 
caught one before? It’s pretty 
astounding.” 

Treefalls are a common and 

necessary occurrence in 
forests all over the world. 
As sunshine streams in 
from above, trees hunkered 
down in the understory fi-
nally get their chance to rise. 
Basking in the suddenly re-
source-rich environment, 
tropical trees and other 
plants produce nectar-filled 
flowers and fruit, important 
food sources for birds and 
other animals. 

Previous research has 
hinted at how important 
these food sources are 
for tropical birds, but no 
one had documented be-
fore-and-after differences 
until now. Instead, research-
ers typically compared 
treefall gaps with intact 
forest areas at a single time 
point. That approach has 
its uses, but it can’t capture 
what Brawn and Pollock 
found: just how quickly the 
birds arrived on the scene, 
and how quickly they left. 

“I was just really just as-
tonished at how quickly 
and how efficiently these 
birds seem to be able to find 
and exploit a new source of 
food,” Brawn says. 

Gaps don’t stay open 
long in the tropics. Un-
derstory trees shoot up, 
elbowing each other out of 
the way to take the top spot. 
Soon, there’s no evidence a 
gap – or its riotous array of 
feathered occupants – was 
there at all. 

As short-lived as they 
may be, treefall gaps repre-
sent critical opportunities 
for species turnover, espe-
cially in the tropics where 
forest fires are comparative-
ly rare.   

“This kind of periodic 
disturbance is probably nec-
essary for these birds to per-
sist in the landscape matrix,” 
Pollock says. “That’s true for 
many organisms and eco-
systems; our study provides 
evidence to back that up in 
these birds.” 
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CAN YOU SEE IT? 
NO CLOSING COSTS
ON NEW HELOC’S

Now through April 30th, apply 
for a Home Equity Line of Credit
and enjoy NO closing costs!

OUR VISION:

*Subject to credit approval. Additional requirements may apply. 
Closing costs are various expenses or outside fees incurred when a 
borrower closes a new loan. These expenses/ fees may include the 
cost of a mortgage title policy or search, charges for preparation 

and recording of mortgage or security documents, appraisal fees, 
application fees,  credit report charges and other similar real 

estate related expenses.

MEMBER FDIC & EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

APPLY ONLINE
BANKPROSPECT.COM

  
It is with deep regret that we are postponing 

Dancing with the Stars this year.  After five years, 
this has become the social event of the season but 

due to the impact of Covid 19, we do not want to 
endanger any of our most valued participants.

We plan to resume this event next year when we 
can once again celebrate books for children. Things 
have changed but enrolled children living in Edgar 
County are still receiving books in the mail. It is a 
true joy for a child confined to home to get these 

books with their name on it. 

Continuing the Dolly Parton Library costs at least 
$25.00+ per year per child. Without Dancing with 

the Stars this year, Altrusa International, Inc. of 
Paris urges everyone who has been a past 

supporter to continue the tradition. 
  Contributions can be made via a check to HRC/    
  DPIL and sent to P.O.Box 1118, Paris, IL. Please      
  put DPIL/DWTS in the memo.

Thank you!Thank you!

Dear Friends of the Dear Friends of the 

Dolly Parton Dolly Parton 
Imagination Library,

If you have a child under 
the age of five who is not 
currently enrolled and is 

living in Edgar County, please 
enroll them on line 

by going to 
imaginationlibrary.com.

 It takes about eight weeks to 
receive your first book.

We love our

volunteers!

Happy National 
Volunteer Week 

April 19-25

        Handpicked fresh from the grove!

Call now to receive

FREE Shipping!
Limited time o� er, good while supplies last. 

Not valid with any other o� er or previous purchases.

Since 1947. 
Hale Groves, Vero 
Beach, FL 32966

WOW!WOW!

IC:  HMVS-A181

Perfect for Mother’s Day! Mention Promo Code SPG20.

Special Offer FREE Shipping! 
Spring Basket Box 

ONLY

$2999*

+ FREE
Shipping

Mention Promo 
Code SPG20

Call 1-217-921-5669 to order item 836
or Visit HaleGroves.com/MB00043

Order Item #836, mention Promo Code SPG20 for FREE Shipping. 
Only $29.99*, plus FREE Shipping. Satisfaction completely guaranteed. 

Order by April 30th, 2020  for GUARANTEED Mother’s Day  delivery.

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Horizon Health is now op-
erating under the new Center 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) priorities for 
testing patients with suspected 
COVID-19 virus, Erin Frank, 
communications director at 
Horizon Health confirmed this 
week.

“We have expanded our test-
ing guidelines to the CDC’s 
Level 3 Priority, which means 
anyone exhibiting symptoms 
can be tested with a provider 
order,” Frank confirmed.

Frank emphasized, however, 
“that testing is not the end-all, 
be-all for determining illness or 
the potential for spreading the 
disease.”

In some instances, 
COVID-19 testing can provide 
a false negative. This means a 
person can have the disease 
and infect someone despite a 
negative test. 

According to the newest 
CDC test levels information 
provided by Horizon Health, 
the COVID-19 symptoms for 
the virus have not changed 
— fever, cough, shortness of 
breath.

The testing priorities are di-
vided into three areas, accord-
ing to the CDC information. 

Priority 1 ensures the opti-
mal care for all hospitalized pa-
tients, lessens the risk to health-
care-associated infections and 
maintains the integrity of the 
U.S. healthcare systems. Pri-
ority 1 testing individuals are 
those who are hospitalized or 
healthcare facility workers with 
symptoms.

Priority 2 are those at the 
highest risk of complication of 
infection and are rapidly iden-
tified and appropriately tri-
aged. These individuals include 
patients in long-term care facil-
ities with symptoms as well as 
those who are 65 years or older 
with symptoms. Patients with 
underlying conditions with 
symptoms and first responders 

with symptoms are also includ-
ed in the Priority 2 testing as 
provided by the CDC.

Priority 3 testing follows 
as resources allow for testing 
individuals in the surround-
ing communities of rapidly 
increasing hospital cases to 
decrease community spread 
and ensure the health of essen-
tial workers. These individuals 
include critical infrastructure 
workers with symptoms as 
well as individuals who do not 
meet the Priority 1 or Priority 
2 testing guidelines but exhib-
it symptoms. This category 
also includes health facility 
workers and first responders 
as well as individuals with mild 
symptoms in communities 
experiencing high numbers of 
COVID-19 hospitalizations.

Non-priority are individuals 
without symptoms, according 
to the CDC.

As has been the case from 
the beginning of the pandemic, 
those who test positive for the 
virus — unless they require 
hospitalization for help with 
breathing — are sent home 

to self-quarantine, Frank said. 
There is no treatment for the 
virus.

Experts have also empha-
sized there is only a 70% sensi-
tivity to the test. Frank said that 
means if 1,000 people are test-
ed, 300 are expected to present 
a false negative. The other issue 
is the viral load in a patient 
might not be high enough to 
present a positive test, especial-
ly if the patient is tested as the 
symptoms are just beginning.

As of Friday, April 24, there 
were no positive cases in Ed-
gar County — one of only six 
counties in Illinois — experts 
have indicated it is irrational to 
think the virus is not or has not 
been here.

Horizon Health has strict-
ly followed the CDC testing 
protocols from the beginning, 
Frank said. One of the prob-
lems is the limited number of 
the swabs the hospital had in 
stock for testing. The supply 
has improved, she said, and to 
date, the total number of Edgar 
County residents tested is 69 
with 68 negative results. One 

result is pending.
The outpatient surgical area 

at Horizon Health has been 
transformed into a COVID-19 
isolation area, Frank said. The 
area is not in use, she empha-
sized, but available if a positive 
case is identified.

“We understand testing re-
lated to COVID-19 continues 
to be frustrating,” she said. “It’s 
frustrating for us, too.”

On Monday, April 20, Hori-
zon Health began curbside 
testing and visits both for clinic 
and lab services. The curbside 
testing is in addition to the tele-
medicine appointments which 
have steadily been adopted by 
our providers over the past few 
weeks, Frank said. (See story, 
this page.)

Frank said the CDC contin-
ues to urge the public to wear 
a cloth face covering or mask 
in public settings where social 
distancing can be difficult to 
maintain. Masks should be 
worn when:
Shopping at essential busi-

nesses, like grocery stores or 
pharmacies
Picking up food from 

the drive-through or curbside 
pickup
While visiting a health 

care provider
Traveling on public trans-

portation
Interacting with custom-

ers, clients, or coworkers at es-
sential businesses
When feeling sick, cough-

ing, or sneezing
The mask must fit snugly but 

comfortably against the side of 
the face, be secured with ties or 
ear loops, include multiple lay-
ers of fabric and be able to be 
laundered and machine dried 
without damage or change to 
shape.

Gov. J.B. Pritzker announced 
Thursday, April 22, masks 
must be worn in public settings 
by everyone ages two and older 
beginning May 1, where social 
distancing is not possible or 
difficult. 

Horizon Health has new testing priorities

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Horizon Health started of-
fering curbside services April 
20.

The outpatient lab, as well 
as the Paris Clinic are still 
open for usual in-person vis-
its. Curbside options and 
telemedicine are meant to 
supplement the traditional 
processes, rather than replace 
them. 

Clinic visits, regardless of 
type, continue to be avail-
able by calling 217-465-8411. 
When scheduling, the provid-
er’s office will work with call-
ers to determine which type 
of visit is appropriate. The 
options are:
Traditional, in-person 

visits to the clinic — All pa-
tients must enter through the 
screening tent on the ER side 
of the building. Well visits are 
available from 8 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. each day. Sick visits are 
scheduled from 2:30 to 5 p.m. 
The Respiratory Care Clin-
ic remains open for patients 

exhibiting symptoms of flu, 
COVID-19 or other respira-
tory illness.
Telemedicine — Patients 

opting to participate in tele-
medicine can see their pro-
viders from the comfort of 
their own homes. Like in-per-
son visits, such appointments 
are scheduled in advance. The 
app used for the visit must be 
downloaded prior to the ap-
pointment. At the designated 
appointment time, the pa-
tient will click a link from an 
email and the visit will begin. 
Patients need a smartphone, 
tablet or computer with vid-
eo capabilities and Internet 
access.
Clinic curbside visits — 

Patients scheduled for a curb-
side appointment will enter 
the Paris campus on the clinic 
side and use one of the three 
designated parking spots in 
the handicap section of the 
clinic lot. Signs will direct 
the patient to call the clinic 
to make staff aware of arrival 
and location. Registration is 

completed over the phone, 
and the provider’s team is 
notified a patient is ready to 
be seen. Providers wearing 
appropriate personal protec-
tive equipment will meet pa-
tients at their vehicles. If the 
provider orders lab work, the 
patient will be directed to the 
curbside lab area. In cases of 
inclement weather, appoint-
ments may be rescheduled.
Traditional, in-person 

visits to the clinic — The out-
patient lab remains open as 
usual. Patients coming in for 
lab work must enter through 
the screening tent on the 
ER side of the building. Lab 
hours are Monday through 
Friday, 6:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
and Saturday, 7 a.m. to noon.
Lab curbside visits by ap-

pointment — Patients choos-
ing to utilize the lab’s curb-
side services should make 
an appointment by calling 
217-466-4574. This service 
is available Monday through 
Friday, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
for patients age 10 and older. 

Curbside service available at hospital REUSE
the news
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Starting in July, retail shop-
pers in Edgar County will pay 
slightly more on some pur-
chases.

The Edgar County Board, 
meeting in special session 
Monday, April 20, passed 
a resolution confirming a 1 
percent safety tax which was 
approved by voters at the 
March 17 primary election. 
The resolution was the final 
step required by the Illinois 
Department of Revenue doc-
umenting that a referendum 
was held, passed and the re-
sults certified to the Illinois 
Board of Elections.

County board chairman 
Jeff Voigt said the resolution 
passed Monday morning has 
to be filed with the depart-
ment of revenue before May 1 
in order for that state agency 
to pass along the appropriate 
instructions to local retailers 
to start collecting the tax July 
1.

“I’m not sure this is the 
proper time to add a tax, but 
I understand it has to be done 

by May,” said board member 
Dan Bruner, referencing the 
economic uncertainty caused 
by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Executive orders by Gov. 
J.B. Pritzker have encouraged 
Illinois residents to shelter in 
place by remaining home and 
traveling only as necessary to 
obtain groceries, prescriptions 
or to seek medical assistance. 
As a result of the orders, some 
businesses deemed as non-es-
sential were ordered closed 
and some people have lost 
their means of livelihood. 

Many other businesses have 
remained open and employ-
ees of those locations have 
continued working.

Bruner said with people out 
of work and without a clear in-
dication of when they will go 
back to jobs it seems hurtful 
asking them to pay a new tax.

“It’s limited by the way the 
tax works,” said board mem-
ber Derrick Lorenzen.

Items people must have, 
like groceries and medicine, 
are exempt from the sales tax. 
Also exempted are big ticket 
items requiring a title such as 

Edgar County passes 
resolution for safety tax

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

How to get back to normal 
is a question policy makers at 
all levels are discussing.

Edgar County Board Chair-
man Jeff Voigt participated 
in a conference call Sunday, 
April 19, with area legislators, 
other county board chairmen 
and a representative of Gov. 
J.B. Pritzker’s staff. He said the 
legislators wanted to know if 
rural Illinois should be treat-
ed differently from the state’s 
metropolitan areas during the 
pandemic. 

Voigt discussed the call 
during the Monday, April 
20, study session. He said the 
consensus among the county 
board chairmen is there might 
be a reason to have a different 
level of response for Down-
state but any alteration from 
the current course should be 
taken with due caution.

Board member Dan Bruner 
noted it is odd Edgar Coun-
ty still does not have any 
confirmed COVID-19 cases 
when the virus is in all of the 
surrounding counties, includ-
ing Vigo County, Indiana, 
where there are more than 
50 confirmed cases and five 
deaths. Bruner added some 
people in Edgar County prob-
ably have had the disease but 
not in a severe enough form 
to require medical interven-
tion. 

Samantha McCarty, of 
Horizon Health, was present 

at the study session to repre-
sent the ambulance service. 
She confirmed there is a pro-
tocol established by the Illi-
nois Department of Public 
Health controlling which pa-
tients get tested.

“You don’t automatically 
get a test,” said McCarty.

Tests are administered only 
to patients exhibiting symp-
toms such as cough, fever and 
shortness of breath. Anoth-
er priority is for those living 
in nursing homes, or other 
congregant settings. People 
with symptoms and who are 
also essential workers like gas 
station attendants, grocery 
store employees or health care 
workers get tested.

“You also have to have had 
a negative flu or strep test,” she 
said. “We have to rule out oth-
er causes.”

As of Monday morning, 62 
Edgar County residents had 
been tested for COVID-19 
with 60 negative results and 
two cases still pending. 

McCarty added the Edgar 
County Emergency Services 
and Disaster Agency has done 
a good job of obtaining Per-
sonal Protective Equipment 
(PPE) from the state to keep 
first responders supplied. 

Despite having no con-
firmed cases in Edgar Coun-
ty, Horizon Health has made 
some adjustments to how 
things are done at the hospital 
and clinic. It is now possible 
for patients to follow up with 

a doctor’s orders for lab work 
by having blood drawn out-
side the building in a drive-up 
setting.

“We are not doing any drive 
through COVID testing,” Mc-
Carty emphasized.

She added the Horizon 
Health clinics will continue 
using the morning hours to 
schedule appointments for 
patients who are well but do 
need follow-up visits with a 
primary care provider. After-
noon appointments are re-
stricted for patients who are ill 
from whatever cause.

“We have a greater volume 
of well patients than we do 
sick patients,” she said. 

According to McCarty, 
it appears the curve for the 
COVID-19 outbreak is flat-
tening in Illinois, but people 
still need to exercise caution. 

Voigt agreed. He said the 
county board cannot order of-
fices like the county clerk and 
recorder and the county trea-
surer to re-open just because 
an arbitrary date is reached on 
the calendar.

“We all need to work to-
gether. We need a plan,” said 
Voigt. “We should still adhere 
to social distancing and every-
thing that makes sense.”

He added staff from the 
Edgar County Health Depart-
ment will play an important 
role in advising elected offi-
cials about how and when to 
safely open their offices to the 
public.

County board discusses 
COVID-19 intervention

State regulations require two 
corrections officers per shift, 
and many times the jail had 
only one officer on duty.

Another factor in the clos-
ing was the county’s insurance 
provider refused to insure 
the building as a penal insti-
tution, claiming the training, 
policies and procedures were 
inadequate. Edgar County has 
been paying to house inmates 
at other jails since December, 
while repairs, physical up-
grades and staffing issues are 
addressed.

Fortunately, the county is 
not required to have a full staff 
of trained corrections officers 
to get the jail OK’d to reopen. 
Voigt said both DOC and in-
surance officials agree having 
a full complement in place is 
an unnecessary major expense 
when the jail is closed.

“We have four trained jail-
ers. We need more than that, 
but we don’t need more than 
that right now,” said Voigt.

Jail administrator Jay Wil-
laman discussed progress to-
ward getting the jail reopened 
during an interview Tuesday, 
April 21. He said most of the 
major work is done and what 
remains are smaller punch 
ticket items such as installing 
new lighting in the older por-
tion of cells and finishing the 
painting.

“We got our chuck holes 
last week and they are in-
stalled now,” he said.

Chuck holes are openings 
cut into cell doors for passing 
food trays to inmates. Willa-
man said painting the doors 
was delayed until after the 
holes were cut and the work 
completed. He added some 
touch up painting and trim 
work still remains. 

A delay in receiving some 

The valedictorian and 
salutatorian will record their 
three-minute speeches to be 
added to the slide show.
The school will send an 

invitation to a virtual show-
ing of the senior slide show at 
a specific time — possibly 7 
p.m., May 15. The slide show 
would also be posted on the 
district web site and Face-
book page.
Class sponsors will be 

asked to organize a caravan 
of decorated senior vehicles 
and plan a route through all 

of the villages which com-
pose the district. Community 
residents and families will be 
asked to make signs and stand 
in their yards and wave to the 
seniors as they pass.
Yard signs will be provid-

ed for seniors to place in their 
yards at home identifying 
them as a member of the class 
of 2020.

Harbaugh also reported on 
the remote and e-learning for 
the district, noting the Shiloh 
teaching and support staff 
have been diligently working 
in creating and supporting 
district family and students. 
There are approximately 142 

registered families, some of 
which have multiple students.

Online and hard packet 
lessons are available to all 
students, Harbaugh said, and 
teachers are communicating 
with students and families.

“We have established a 
connection with almost ev-
eryone,” she said.

Providing materials and 
learning opportunities has 
been challenging, Harbaugh 
said, emphasizing, “We have 
learned much along the way 
to improve this program.”

The principal praised the 
teachers for creating, organiz-
ing and providing materials 
and support to the students 
and their families.

Harbaugh’s praise was 
echoed by board secretary 
Renee Henry, who said the 
teachers have stepped up in 
huge ways.

Henry expressed concern 
about the varied expectations 
for students with some having 
huge expectations and others 
not as high.

Harbaugh said the experi-

ence with remote and e-learn-
ing has provided valuable ex-
periences for the teachers and 
administration. 

“It will be a springboard to 
change when can get them all 
back together,” she said. 

The district has continued 
organizing and distributing 
food boxes during the five 
weeks the school has been 
closed. Harbaugh praised 
Jenni Weber-Hall and Kara 
Bosch for their work as well 
as Molly Smith and her crew 
for the meal preparation. 
Each week, every student is 
provided breakfast and lunch 
with distribution one week at 
a time. Shiloh has distributed 
2,500 meals during the five-
week span.

“It is our intent to continue 
distribution through the end 
of the school year,” she said.

In his report, Shiloh Inter-
im Superintendent of Schools 
of Schools Allen Hall thanked 
all who have been working on 
e-learning as well as providing 
the weekly meals.  He also 
recognized the support staff, 

many of whom do not have 
to be in the building but have 
been present nearly every day.

Hall reported vaping sen-
sors are available if the school 
board wants to purchase them 
for $400 each. The sensors 
would be placed in strategic 
areas of the school where va-
ping occurs. If it is detected, a 
message is sent to an adminis-
trator’s cell phone. Hall noted 
if the suspected student leaves 
the area before a school offi-
cial arrives, cameras placed 
throughout the school will 
identify the student.

In addition to adding the 
six vaping sensors, the board 
voted unanimously to resume 
drug testing. Hall said the pol-
icy will be the same as previ-
ously used by the district and 
the penalties will be the same.

Hall said the district is con-
sidering summer school but 
noted there are a lot of prob-
lems to work out before it can 
be finalized. 

In other business:
The school prom has 

been postponed. Harbaugh 

said she hopes to figure some-
thing out.
The senior trip is not pos-

sible due to the restrictions. 
The class members raised 
around $5,000 for an over-
night to Chicago. Hall said 
the money will be kept for the 
class to be used for a reunion 
or other activity.
There will be no FFA 

plant sale this year due to the 
school closing for the pan-
demic.
Concrete work, including 

new sidewalks and a trash pad 
will be completed this sum-
mer, Hall reported, by Rusty 
Perry at a cost of $9,300.
Approved the summer 

employment of Jeri Hayes, Ju-
lie Sheerer, Dana Bogle, Ken-
dra Saddoris, Briana Bange, 
Isabella Carroll, Kaylee Ride-
out, Daviek Donathan and 
Josie Carroll at a 3% increase.
There will be no eighth-

grade promotion ceremony 
this year due to school clos-
ing. The board authorized 
Harbaugh to have yard signs 
prepared or each student.
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lighting components means 
that upgrade in the old cell 
block is yet to be done. Mir-
rors in the cells, which are re-
quired, are ordered and will 
be placed in the old cells when 
they arrive.

Willaman said the most 
laborious task remaining oc-
curred Tuesday with the rein-
stallation of the bunks in the 
newer cell block. The bunks 
were removed to paint the 
cell walls behind them and to 
paint the bunks.

Replacing the bunks re-
quires anchoring them to the 
steel wall of the cell and bolt-
ing them into the concrete 
floor.

He was reluctant to provide 
an estimate of when the jail 
can re-open since past goals 
were not met when ordered 
material did not arrive at the 
expected time, creating work 
scheduling delays.

“This COVID thing is not 

helping,” said Willaman, add-
ing DOC is continuing to do 
necessary inspections, and 
DOC officials have assured 
him an inspection can be ar-
ranged with a five-day lead 
time.

“They know where we are at 
and are adamant about com-
ing,” Willaman said. “They are 
supportive of getting the jail 
open.”

He added DOC officials 
did visit the jail early in the re-
pair phase and were impressed 
by the efforts being made. His 
goal is to get the jail up to a 
standard that is acceptable to 
DOC.

“I want DOC approval first, 
that way we have something 
positive to present to the in-
surance company,” he said.

Willaman said procedures 
are in place to minimize the 
risk of COVID-19 getting 
into the inmate population. 
As part of the booking pro-

cess at the jail, every person’s 
temperature is taken, and they 
are asked about their general 
health, if they have a cough 
and if they have been around 
anybody who is sick. That 
information becomes part of 
each inmate’s file as well as 
being made available to the 
jail accepting the person for 
holding.

“I’ve been 100 percent pro-
active about this instead of 
reactive,” said Willaman. “We 
are acting very much like a 
normal, open jail, even though 
I am transporting them some-
place else after booking.”

In another matter, board 
member Dan Bruner reported 
animal control officer Andrea 
Gross was attacked by a dog at 
the shelter and required emer-
gency medical treatment. He 
said Gross required 10 stitch-
es for her wounds, but other-
wise seems OK.

Edgar County Clerk and 

Recorder August Griffin was 
asked about the progress in 
gathering the information the 
treasurer’s office needs for 
printing and mailing property 
tax bills. Griffin is staggering 
his staff ’s work schedules as 
a way of limiting how many 
people are in the office at a 
time.

He said the office continues 
to function and things are get-
ting done, even though the of-
fice is not seeing a drop in the 
volume of business for filing 
documents and other tasks. 
He admitted some surprise 
at the number of marriage 
licenses being issued by the 
office.

“It is our goal to get every-
thing to Don (Edgar County 
Treasurer Don Wiseman) by 
late May for bill printing,” said 
Griffin, noting that is the usual 
time table resulting in the first 
round of property taxes due in 
July. 

automobiles, trailers, mo-
torcycles and more. 

“We are relying on our 
first responders, and this 
tax is to help them and keep 
them safe,” said Lorenzen.

Revenue from the safe-
ty tax goes to support the 
Edgar County Sheriff ’s De-
partment and jail. 

The safety tax passed in 
March when 52.61 percent 
of those voting in the elec-
tion said yes to the referen-
dum. Voigt asked Bruner 
if the board had any other 
options than passing the 
resolution by May 1.

“No, we don’t,” said 
Bruner.

The resolution asking 
the department of revenue 
to start collecting the tax 
on behalf of the county 
passed on a split vote of 
5-2. Joining Bruner in vot-
ing no was John Chittick.

Voigt and Lorenzen 
voted yes. Board members 
Karl Farnham Jr., Andy 
Patrick and Phil Ludington 
also voted for the resolu-
tion.

ENERSTAR HANDS OUT FREE LUNCHES

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

EnerStar board members John Fell, left, and Dale English, right, distribute free sack lunches 
April 18 at the Redmon Pit Stop. The lunches prepared by the restaurant’s staff included a 
sandwich, chips, a bag of sweets and a drink.

forgive the city liens against 
404 West Madison and 414 
West Madison. 

Commissioner Thad Crisp-
in advised other council 
members of the problem he 
is having creating a meaning-
ful budget for street and alley 
work using the anticipated 
$116,00 in Motor Fuel Tax 
(MFT) payments to the city. 
The money is not enough to 
address the amount of street 
maintenance, sidewalk im-
provements, tree trimming 
and replacement of traffic 
signs that is needed.

Crispin had rough esti-
mates of between $112,000 

and $200,000 to replace all 
of the sidewalks on the east, 
north and west side of the 
city square. Tearing out and 
repairing just the curbs on the 
west side came to $32,000, 
and simply making repairs to 
the areas most in need was 
$14,000 for the north side and 
between $8,000 and $9,000 
on the east side. He noted just 
dealing with the sidewalks 
takes a big chunk of the MFT 
money before any oiling and 
chipping of streets is done.

He also asked for clarifi-
cation on policy regarding 
residential sidewalks, noting 
there is a list of people want-
ing new walks in front of their 
homes. City clerk Dena Burns 
said a search of city records 

failed to yield a vote on any 
official policy, although there 
was discussion about the city 
providing the labor and the 
resident purchasing the con-
crete, or the city purchasing 
the concrete and the resident 
covering the labor expense. 

“The best thing is we pay 
the labor, because we have it, 
and they buy the concrete,” 
said Mayor Dan Owen. “It 
would save a lot of your bud-
get.”

Public Works Supervi-
sor Thad Arrasmith said city 
workers are capable of tear-
ing out concrete, forming 
and pouring new walks if that 
is the approach the council 
wants to use. No decision was 
made.
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Stewart & Carroll  
Funeral Home

303 E. Wood Street       
 Paris, IL 61944 

Since 1923

“Our family sincerely caring for 
your family’s needs”

Since 1923

www.TempletonFuneralHome.com

PRE-PLANNING:
A choice you won’t regret
Most people agree that 

pre-planning is a wise decision, 
yet it is such an easy thing to 

put off.

While many choose to prepay 
their final arrangements, there is 

no charge for making your
 plans in advance.

Make the appointment that 
shows you care.

Contact us today!

217-465-4775 •

402 West Jasper St. • Paris, IL    

 (217) 463-1699

Howard Tyler - Sales Manager

HOURS:
Monday-Friday

9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-12pm
Evenings By Appt.
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Derrick L Lorenzen 
Financial Advisor

11773 Il Hwy 1 
Paris, IL 61944-8309 
217-463-4774

CARL CORNWELL    
RIDGE FARM — Carl 

R. “Corny” Cornwell, 73, 
of Ridge Farm, passed away 

at 4:30am, 
M o n d a y , 
April 20, 
2020, at Car-
le Founda-
tion Hospital, 
Urbana. He 
was retired 
from Tee Pak.

Due to coronavirus restric-
tions, visitation is private. 
A graveside service is 11:30 
a.m., Friday, April 24, at Pi-
lot Grove Cemetery. Family 
members and friends are wel-
come, with six-feet social dis-
tancing rules observed or at-
tendees may choose to stay in 
their vehicles. Sunset Funeral 
Home and Cremation Center 

in Georgetown is in charge of 
the arrangements.

Mr. Cornwell was born 
Nov. 24, 1946, at Clinton, 
Ind., the son of the late Carl R. 
and Pauline Griffin Cornwell. 
He married his loving wife, 
Dorothy Fletcher Knight Aug. 
12, 1984, in Ridge Farm. She 
will miss him dearly.

He will also be missed by 
his son, Joey Knight of Ridge 
Farm; his daughters, Kiesha 
(Brian) Allen of Bismarck 
and Michele (Eric Reuther) 
Reifsteck of Danville; and his 
seven grandsons, Logan (Pilar 
Punsalan) Reifsteck, Dylan 
(Mariah Rolintis) Allen, Blake 
(CasaDee Whorrall) Reifs-
teck, Drew Reifsteck, Kam-
den Knight, Kade Knight and 
Kolten Knight. 

He was preceded in death 

by his sister, Nancy Clark.
Mr. Cornwell graduated 

from Scottland High School 
in 1965. He went on to further 
his education in mortuary 
science from Southern Illi-
nois University. He proudly 
enlisted in the United States 
Navy and served in the Viet-
nam War. He was also a life-
time member of the Masonic 
Lodge in Scottland. 

After many years of working 
at Tee Pak, he retired and be-
gan his love with woodwork-
ing. He was known to fill his 
family’s homes with treasured 
furniture. He also enjoyed 
hunting, fishing and camping 
and was an avid St. Louis Car-
dinals fan.

Mr. Cornwell was a one of 
a kind husband, father, grand-
father and friend. Known to 

many as “High Dollar,” he 
never met a stranger. He loved 
everyone, said exactly what he 
thought, gave the best hugs 
and had the most contagious 
laugh. 

He loved to spend time and 
support his grandsons in all 
they did. They were his pride 
and joy. He set the bar as to 
what a devoted grandfather 
should be. He was their num-
ber one fan on, and off, the 
field or court. Grandpa Corny 
will be greatly missed by his 
grandsons. His legacy will be 
remembered by many who 
love him.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Pilot Grove Cem-
etery.  

Online condolences at 
Please at www.sunsetfuneral-
home.com.

GLORIA ARBUCKLE
Gloria S. “Dodie” Arbuckle, 

70, of Paris, and formerly of 
Georgetown and Chrisman, 

passed away 
at 4:30 p.m. 
EST Mon-
day, April 
20, 2020, at 
Union Hos-
pital, Terre 
Haute, Ind. 
She was em-

ployed by the postal service for 
18 years as a letter carrier and 
a clerk.

A public celebration of her 
life will be held at a later date 
and announced through social 
media. She will be inurned at 
New Hope Cemetery near 
Paris. The Robison Chapel in 
Catlin is handling service de-
tails.

Mrs. Arbuckle was born 
July 31, 1949, at Danville, the 
daughter of the late Clyde 
“Sock” and Leola B. “Odie” 
Dickson Bradfield. She mar-

ried Edgar A. Arbuckle March 
14, 1989, at Paris, and he sur-
vives.

She is also survived by two 
daughters, Michelle (Nor-
ma) Bradley-Robison of 
Holly Springs, Ga., and Stacy 
( Jolenne) Baker-Robison of 
Paris; one stepson, Robert 
A. (Ciji) Arbuckle of Elora, 
Tenn.; one sister, Norma ( Jer-
ry) Stephenson of George-
town; and two grandchildren, 
Nathan Terrian and Tristan 
Arbuckle. 

She was preceded in death 
by two brothers, Hank Priest 
and Ronald Bradfield; and 
two sisters, Wilma Wright and 
Judy Barnhart. 

Mrs. Arbuckle enjoyed 
mushroom hunting, deer 
hunting, loved her pets, visit-
ing with her sister Norma and 
being with her grandkids. She 
also made wonderful cinna-
mon rolls.

Online condolences at 
www.robisonchapel.com.

PAUL ROCHA  
AUSTIN, Texas — Paul Ro-

cha, 74, passed away Monday, 
April 20, 2020. 

A burial 
service is 11 
a.m., Wednes-
day, April 
29, at the 
Coastal Bend 
State Veter-
ans Ceme-
tery, 9974 
I-37, Corpus 
Christi, Tex-
as. Visitation 
is from 1 to 9 

p.m., Tuesday, April 28, at the 
Mission Funeral Home Sereni-
ty Chapel, 6204 South First St., 
Austin, Texas. The visitation 
and burial service will follow 
social distancing and adhere to 
the 10-person rule due to cur-
rent world events.

Mr. Rocha was born May 
14, 1945, at Corpus Christi, 
Texas, the son of the late Gua-
dalupe Rocha and Antonia 
Garcia Rocha.

He is survived by his chil-
dren, Paul Rocha Jr. and 
Christina Rocha Medrano; 
grandchildren, Paul Jere-
my Rocha, Vanessa Rocha, 

Jessica Medrano and Larry 
Medrano Jr.; he was  bless-
ed with six great-grandchil-
dren; he also leaves behind 
his brothers, Henry (Mary 
Ann) Rocha and Guadalupe 
(Rachel) Rocha and sisters, 
Esther ( James) Viebrock, Es-
telle (Rene) Olvera and Ethel 
(Thomas) Young. 

He was preceded in death 
by his brothers, Louis, Rosen-
do and Federico. 

Mr. Rocha proudly served 
in the U.S. Army as a staff ser-
geant from 1966 to 1975. He 
bravely fought in the Korean 
War and served two tours 
during the Vietnam War and 
received a Purple Heart, Na-
tional Defense Service Medal, 
Army Commendation Medal, 
Armed Forces Expeditionary 
Medal, Vietnam Service Med-
al and Republic of Vietnam 
Cross of Gallantry w/Palm 
Unit Citation.

After having a stroke more 
than 20 years ago, Mr. Ro-
cha was lovingly cared for by 
his brother and sister-in-law, 
Henry and Mary Ann Ro-
cha. The family will always be 
grateful for their personal sac-
rifices and loving care. 

CHRISTOPHER MAURER
MARSHALL — Christo-

pher S. “Topher” Maurer, 31, 
of Marshall, passed away at 

5 a.m. Sat-
urday, April 
11, 2020, at 
Ev a n s v i l l e , 
Ind. 

All services 
are post-
poned and a 
celebration of 

life will be held at a later date. 
Burial is in Forsythe Cemetery. 

More information and on-
line condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

ROSEMARY LAROE
SODDY DAISY, Tenn. — 

Rosemary Laroe, 96, passed 
away Wednesday April 22, 

2020, at Sod-
dy Daisy 
Hea l t h c are 
Facility, Sod-
dy Daisy, 
Tenn. She 
was a home-
maker and 
a cook for a 

school cafeteria. 
In keeping with federal man-

dates, the service is limited to 
immediate family only, with 
the Rev. Joe Tomich officiat-
ing. Burial is in Sugar Grove 
Cemetery. Stewart and Carroll 
Funeral Home is assisting with 
arrangements.

Mrs. Laroe was born Jan. 25, 
1924, at Brocton, the daughter 
of the late Leamon Ray and 
Elizabeth Mae Richardson 
Yount. She first married Max 
Cornwell Aug. 23, 1941, at St. 
Louis, Mo., and he preceded 
her in death April 16, 1973. 
She married Dan Laroe in Au-
gust 1976 at Ivesdale, and he 
preceded her in death.

She is survived by two chil-
dren, Charles Max (Beverly) 

Cornwell of Stanford and 
Linda (Donald) Grotjan of 
Hixson, Tenn.; five grandchil-
dren, Kim Leesman, Christine 
Williams, Craig Cornwell, Ca-
rissa Lozier and Lori Roth; and 
10 great grandchildren, Max 
Leesman, Elle Leesman, Gage 
Leesman, Chyanne Cornwell, 
Crystal Cornwell, Kaylan Wil-
liams, Alyssa Lozier, Cameron 
Lozier, Marisa Roth Stewart 
and Alexis Roth; and one 
great-great-granddaughter, El-
lie Stewart.  

She was preceded in death 
by her sister, June Brown; and 
a brother, Lee Yount.  

Mrs. Laroe was a member of 
First United Methodist Church 
in Cleveland, Tennessee. She 
was a loving grandmother and 
spent most of her life in Illinois 
before moving to Tennessee. 
She belonged to the Eastern 
Star Chapter 7 of Paris and was 
a member of the organization 
for more than 50 years.  

Memorial donations may be 
made to First United Method-
ist Church, 3425 North Ocoee 
St. NW, Cleveland, TN 37312.

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

JAMEY HENSON
Jamey Lee Henson, 45, of 

Paris, passed away at 12:47 
a.m. Thursday, April 23, 

2020, at his 
residence. 

P r i v a t e 
burial is in 
Edgar Ceme-
tery. Temple-
ton Funeral 
Home is in 
charge of the 

arrangements.
More information and 

online condolences at www.
te m p l e to n f u n e r a l h o m e.
com.

HENSONMAURER

ARBUCKLE

CORNWELL

LAROE ROCHA

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The COVID-19 pandem-
ic has already swept through 
cities and urban centers.

Now, the illness appears to 
be building like an infectious 
prairie fire in rural America, 
as well as in larger towns in 
the Midwest.

That wasn’t the case just a 
few weeks ago.

“Many rural communi-
ties aren’t seeing anything. 
They’re simply having to 
prepare for what they know 
is coming,” said Randall Lon-
genecker, the assistant dean 
for rural and underserved 
programs at Heritage College 
of Osteopathic Medicine at 
Ohio University, told Health-
line in late March. “[But] it 
will come, no matter what.”

The number of COVID-19 
cases in Minnesota, Wiscon-
sin, North Dakota, South 
Dakota and Iowa has been 
steadily increasing 

In South Dakota, more 
than 1,300 residents have 
now tested positive for 
COVID-19. More than 500 
of those cases are employees 
of the Smithfield Foods meat 
processing plant in Sioux 
Falls that is closed until fur-
ther notice.

Smithfield Foods planned 

to close pork processing 
plants in Wisconsin and Mis-
souri.

Despite these increases in 
infections, there are still five 
states — four of them in the 
Midwest — with no shelter-
in-place orders.

There are also three other 
states that have restrictions in 
only some of their communi-
ties.

Among the states without 
any sheltering orders is South 
Dakota, which now has by 
far the highest number of 
COVID-19 cases per capita 
than any Midwestern state. 

Rural areas may end up 
being among the hardest hit 
regions due to their demo-
graphics and lack of resourc-
es. 

The 15 percent of people in 
the United States who live in 
rural areas are largely a high-
er-risk population that’s par-
ticularly vulnerable to serious 
outcomes with COVID-19.

In addition, many people 
in rural areas live 30 or more 
miles away from the nearest 
hospital.

“Systems that are under 
stress during routine times 
will be more stressed during 
disasters and times of crisis. 
Sometimes we forget those 
systems that are at the brink,” 

said Tricia Wachtendorf, 
director of the Disaster Re-
search Center at the Univer-
sity of Delaware.

Rural health systems al-
ready stretched financially 
are therefore particularly 
vulnerable, but so are rural 
areas that don’t have as deep 
a bench of resources to tap 
when times get tough. 

“When you start thinking 
about recovery trajectories 
and impacts, the extent to 
which there is community 
functioning before a disas-
ter has strong implications 
in that recovery trajectory 
post-disaster,” Wachtendorf 
told Healthline. “That goes 
right down the spectrum: 
transportation systems, em-
ployment support, hospitals 
and public health, food se-
curity — all the key systems. 
If those are low pre-disaster, 
those are going to have sub-
stantial effects on what com-
munities experience during 
the disaster, as well as their 
post-disaster recovery.”

Rural populations tend to 
be older and face a higher risk 
of death from heart disease, 
cancer, lower respiratory dis-
ease, stroke and unintention-
al injuries. 

Nearly 20 percent of the 
population in completely 

rural counties is 65 and old-
er, according to U.S. census 
data, compared with around 
15 percent in mostly urban 
centers. 

Americans living in rural 
areas also tend to have high-
er rates of cigarette smoking, 
high blood pressure and obe-
sity, compared with their ur-
ban counterparts. 

Both older age and ciga-
rette smoking are two fac-
tors tied to a higher risk of 
severe illness or death from 
COVID-19.

Despite these statistics, 
there’s a sense among some 
experts that some people in 
rural communities, as well 
as political leaders in these 
states, have not taken the 
threat of COVID-19 serious-
ly enough. 

“Less dense areas might 
be at an advantage compared 
to geographic areas that are 
more densely populated, and 
they may also be less con-
nected to some areas where 
there’s a concentrated case,” 
Wachtendorf said in late 
March. 

Rural America could be hardest hit by outbreak
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Class of 2020 deserves real celebration, 
not online one, after years of hard work

The 12 census questions are vital to Edgar County’s funding, infrastructure
Edgar County Clerk and Recorder 

August Griffin has shared informa-
tion supplied to his office by the U.S. 
Census Bureau.

As of April 17, Edgar County had 
a return rate of 53% on the 2020 
census. The community with the 
lowest response is Vermilion at 
31.9%, and Brocton is leading the 
charge at 62.4%

There are two ways to look at 
those numbers. Glass-half-full types 
may see it as, “Great, we are over 
halfway.” Glass-half-empty types 
may question why the response rate 
is so low given how easy it is to com-
plete the form and submit it.

We understand COVID-19, along 
with shelter-in-place and the loss 
of work is a serious distraction, but 
that’s no excuse for not filling out 
the dozen questions – yes, just 12 
questions – on the census form. Ev-
ery household in Edgar County was 
mailed a form, so take a few minutes 
while we must be home anyway and 
fill it out to mail back.

An even easier option is visiting 
my2020census.gov and completing 

the form online or doing it over the 
phone at 844-330-2020. The census 
bureau is doing everything it can to 
make this a smooth process.

Here’s why we should promptly 
complete and return the form: it 
is important to the community for 
accessing funds through more than 
100 federal programs. The informa-
tion provided by each citizen is kept 
confidential but it is the aggregate 
of the data providing the statistics 
needed to determine funding for 
school lunches, education, highway 
construction, Medicaid, Head Start, 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program and block grants assisting 
with mental health, hospitals, fire 
departments and emergency plan-
ning. 

Providing accurate information 
better positions the county and our 
local communities for capturing that 
money for important projects. Cen-

sus data also determines how many 
seats each state gets in the House 
of Representatives and is used for 
drawing congressional and state 
legislative districts.

Here’s why we must complete and 
return the form: the requirement for 
a census every 10 years was included 
by the Founding Fathers in Article 
1, Section 2 of the Constitution. As 
such, this is not an intrusive govern-
ment unnecessarily prying into the 
lives of private citizens. Responding 
to the constitutionally mandated 
census is an obligation of citizen-
ship, just like serving on a jury. 
Under federal law, it is a crime not to 
comply with the survey.

COVID-19 also presents an 
excellent reason for promptly 
completing the form, either online 
or for mailing, or perhaps respond-
ing by telephone. Homes that do 
not respond will be visited in the 
coming weeks by an enumerator. It 
is probably much healthier to reply 
now than to have a stranger, who 
is visiting multiple other homes, to 
show up at the door.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

Let’s get census done

What will 
it take to 
reopen 
Illinois?

Coronavirus 
protests 
juxtapose life 
and death

We welcome letters to the editor and guest columns. When submitting  a letter, please 
include the writer’s name, address and phone number for verification purposes and 
limit it to 500 words. Columnists should demonstrate authority and knowledge of the 
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Two scenes: Men with semiautomatic 
weapons strike a pose of protest in front of a 
state capitol. A masked health-care worker in 

scrubs blocks a protester’s car 
in Denver.

These two frames will be 
among the lasting images of 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
in America, reminding us of 
the juxtaposition of life and 
death that plagued our nation 
in 2020. The protesters, who 
oppose government quaran-
tine orders, want to return to 
normal life as it was before 
the virus came ashore — as 

though they’re the only ones. The nurse, sym-
bolizing the nation’s brave, dedicated medical 
professionals, stands athwart civil disobedi-
ence — for the sake of survival.

For now, protesters enjoy the luxury of 
being disease-free — at least as far as they 
know. Estimates are that 1 in 4 infected people 
could be asymptomatic, thus some could be 
contagious without being sick. While pro-
testers play revolutionary in the springtime 
air, nurses, doctors and medical staff spin the 
chamber in a game of Russian roulette as they 
try to heal the sick and comfort the dying.

There’s hardly a soul on the planet who 
doesn’t wish for a return to regular duty — to 
go to work, earn a paycheck, dine out with 
friends, or go to a movie, concert or sports 
event — though some may want to tweak 
normal somewhat to accommodate the reve-
lations of sequestration. But we’ll all return to 
work and play more quickly if everyone abides 
by the rules.

It’s as simple as that, if not at all easy.
To law-abiding citizens who may be just as 

frustrated and angry, the protesters are reckless 
in the extreme. What does this make President 
Trump, who is encouraging this defiance, in the 
transparent hope that governors will reopen 
their states’ economies earlier, thus possibly 
increasing the likelihood of his re-election.

“They seem to be very responsible people 
to me,” said Trump of the demonstrators 
around the country waving guns and flags, 
in protest, it must be said, of his own gov-
ernment’s guidelines. “LIBERATE MICHI-
GAN,” he tweeted to his comrades in arms.

I suppose that protesting government orders 
has a certain allure. Rescuing America from 
government overreach, depending upon one’s 
perspective, provides a mission and purpose 
lost to the disease that, in some states, seems 
less a threat to life than to livelihood. Job-loss 
reserves are dwindling quickly. In West Palm 
Beach, Fla., cars filled an outlet mall parking 
lot with people hoping to be among the 800 
families who would receive a week’s worth of 
groceries. Tuesday’s lead headline everywhere 
was historic: Oil dropped below $0.

The protesters, in other words, have a point. 
But it’s not close to strong enough to persuade 
the nurse to step aside.

We know, too, the mobs gathering in states 
such as Michigan, Colorado, South Carolina 
and Virginia didn’t arise organically but were 
organized by a variety of right-wing groups 
and the usual array of anger specialists, other-
wise known as the Trump base. These include 
small-government groups, gun rights activists 
and anti-science, anti-vaccine advocates.

Meanwhile, doctors and nurses soldier on, 
despite a deplorable lack of personal protec-
tion equipment, or PPE. An online survey 
created by a grass-roots group of doctors 
found that almost all of the 978 facilities 
responding from 47 states and the District 
had no supplies remaining of at least one form 
of PPE. Thirty-six percent had no face shields; 
34 percent had no thermometers; 19 percent 
had no gowns left.

Whatever one’s situation, and recognizing 
the disparate impact of the pandemic, it is both 
unseemly and unfair to the sick and grieving, as 
well as to the healers, to display petulance over 
rules intended to keep people safe.

Somehow, we have to hang together — but 
I hope not for much longer. The tunnel of 
doom is beginning to brighten, as we await 
more testing and lower rates of death and 
infection. Meanwhile, it’s disappointing and, 
frankly, dangerous that Trump encourages 
what is essentially political wilding, and 
primarily in his own interest. He’s right to fear 
that a foundering economy will be the death 
knell for his presidency. But what about the 
nation’s soul?

We came close, didn’t we? For a moment, 
it felt as though we were all on the same 
team, all striving together toward kindness 
and safety. Now, like virus particles attaching 
to host cells, some are set on injecting the 
country with political toxins. Who wins, as 
Trump would want to know? Where do you 
stand?

Two scenes: Anti-science and gun rights 
protesters recycle Patrick Henry’s liber-
ty-or-death cri du coeur, without a hint of 
irony. A nurse steels his gaze and stands his 
ground against a horn-honking mob.

Thus far, nearly 9,300 U.S. health workers 
have contracted COVID-19, and 27 have died 
in the line of duty. The least we can do is try to 
stay well.

(Kathleen Parker is a politically conserva-
tive-leaning columnist for The Washington Post. 
Email her at kparker@washpost.com.)

KATHLEEN
PARKER
POLITICS 
AND CULTURE

To Mr. Cox, Mrs. Carol, Mrs. 
Bailey and the PHS Board of 
Education:

I come to 
speak to you all 
because I feel 
it is necessary 
for the staff to 
hear the seniors’ 
opinions on the 
matter at hand. 

With the 
recent events 
involving 
COVID-19, I 
have no doubt 

that decision making at this time 
is extremely difficult. I under-
stand there is a need to consider 
both celebrating the seniors as 
well as considering the commu-
nity’s well-being. 

With that being said, the 
overall decision of a virtual grad-
uation is a complete disappoint-
ment to the Class of 2020. For 
me personally, I have watched 
five of my siblings graduate 
from high school. I have had the 
chance to celebrate alongside 
them. The class of 2020 deserves 
the same celebration — even 
amidst all the chaos. 

For 12 years now, many 
of the students have pushed 
themselves through so many 
challenges to get to the place 
they are today. Hours upon 
hours of studying, homework, 

all-nighters — and even times 
of tears of frustration. We each 
have worked so hard to get to 
this point. For some, graduation 
may just mean the next step to 
their future. For others, this time 
is one of their biggest accom-
plishments to date. Whether 
a student is off to the military, 
college or the workforce, their 
last 12 years of hard work need 
to be celebrated. 

A virtual graduation is a 
pathetic excuse for a celebration. 
The senior class wants the final 
opportunity to be a part of the 
2020 class and be together one 
last time. Through the pandem-
ic, this class has lost their final 
moments and time at Paris High 
School. Graduation is all we 
have left to cling to. 

In honor of the Class of 2020, 
there needs to be a true grad-
uation. We deserve this much. 
Whether it consists of the stu-
dents on the football field, with 
a chair between each student, 
or even a parade of the students 
driving to a point in which 
they receive their diploma  — 
even if it has to be handed off 
to them in a plastic container 
— as parents wave from their 
front lawns, we deserve a true 
celebration. 

There are countless ideas on 
how to give the senior class a 
graduation. Turning to online 

ceremonies is devastating to 
both the students and those 
wishing to actually celebrate the 
students’ accomplishments. 

Take away our prom, May 
Fete, final productions, sport 
outings and final senior mo-
ments, but do not take away our 
graduation. We have earned it 
and deserve a true ceremony. 

Yes, coming up with a plan 
may be difficult. The community 
may have to block off some spots 
or maybe only a limited number 
of people can attend. However, 
with enough thought, planning, 
and dedication, I have no doubt 
it can be done. 

Show the Class of 2020 
and the entire community the 
schools will provide each family 
with the same love, thought 
and dedication they deserve. 
You have the power to make the 
most of a horrible situation and 
leave a truly positive final mem-
ory to this year's senior class. 

The senior class members 
have fought their way through 
enough challenges. For once, 
fight this challenge for us. 

Give us the graduation and 
celebration we deserve. Prove 
we are Tiger Strong. Fight for 
the Class of 2020.

(Christiana Marlowe is a senior 
at Paris High School. She will 
attend Bradley University in the 
fall.)

CHRISTIANA
MARLOWE
GUEST 
COLUMN

While short on details, 
the state and regional 
guidance finally issued by 
the White 
House last 
week gives 
us a set 
of pretty 
reasonable, 
if difficult-
to-achieve, 
goals.

We all 
know why 
we need 
to contain 
and reduce our risk to the 
COVID-19 virus: Save lives, 
preserve health and get 
people back to work.

And we now know what 
states are supposed to do to 
get to the finish line: 1) A 
measurable and sustained 
reduction in new positive 
tests over three sets of two-
week periods, or the same 
downward trajectory of 
positive tests as a percentage 
of total tests; 2) The ability 
to treat all patients without 
crisis care (like the tent 
hospitals in New York 
City); 3) Robust testing, 
contact tracing, syndromic 
surveillance that can catch 
an outbreak before it 
actually happens, as well 
as surveillance testing of 
asymptomatic members 
of vulnerable populations; 
and 4) An ample supply 
of personal protective 
equipment (PPE) and the 
ability to deploy it along 
with an ability to surge ICU 
capacity.

Again, details lacking. 
The White House says 
states must be able to do 
things like "Protect em-
ployees and users of mass 
transit," without explaining 
what that means.

When all that and more is 
done, states can then move 
to the first, quite limited 
phase of reopening their 
economies. But if they can-
not sustain all four points 
mentioned above (and 
more) during that phase, 
they have to start over 

See MILLER, Page 7A

RICH
MILLER
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FAX
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again. And then it's on to 
phase two of the reopening, 
but with the same mandate 
to meet all the requirements 
listed above. And then phase 
three, which looks something 
like pre-pandemic life.

So, where is Illinois right 
now? The state seems to be 
generally OK with its hospital 
system and the governor 
claims it's improving its PPE 
supply system.

But after weeks of promis-
es, the state's testing program 
still lags the nation. The 
governor claimed yet again 
last week they've fixed the 
latest glitch, but he's made 
similar promises before about 
other things, like the state's 
unemployment insurance 
application process, so we'll 
see. State leaders have been 
saying for weeks that testing 
is important, but we have yet 
to see significant progress 
on that front. You cannot 
walk until you can crawl and 
we're still crawling here. And 
Illinois appears to have a long 
way to go on contact tracing, 
surveillance, etc.

But the really hard part will 
be meeting the requirement 
for a measurable and sus-
tained downward trajectory 
in newly positive tests.

Decline doesn't appear to 
just happen on its own. The 
upward climb in positive re-
sults is relatively swift, but the 
peak's other side looks more 
like a plateau. Illinois Depart-
ment of Public Health Direc-
tor Ngozi Ezeki said on April 
17 she didn't think Illinois had 
even reached its peak.

Illinois, like some other 
states, has slowed the upward 
curve of newly positive tests, 
except for April 17, when 
it spiked up hard. Slowing 
is good, but it's not enough 
to comply with the White 
House guidance. 

I asked the governor on 
April 17 what scientists were 
telling him about how to 
reduce the number of newly 
positive tests, and he said 
there wasn't much that can 
be done except to continue 
doing what they have been 
doing.

Pritzker shied away from 
requiring masks in public, 
even though some say it 
could help bend that curve 

MILLER
FROM PAGE 6A

BY REBECCA ANZEL
Capitol News Illinois
ranzel@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — Gov. 
J.B. Pritzker said Thursday, 
April 23, that Illinois’ novel 
coronavirus data necessitated 
an extension of his stay-at-
home order through the end 
of May.

Masks will be mandatory 
for all residents above the age 
of 2, who can medically toler-
ate a face covering, when in 
a public place, the governor 
said.

State parks will begin to 
open, although social distanc-
ing measures must be obeyed 
in them. 

Retail stores not currently 
deemed essential businesses 
will be allowed to take cus-
tomer orders online or over 
the phone and can fulfill them 
by delivery or pick-up.

New social distancing guid-
ance is planned for essential 
businesses as well, which also 
in May must adhere to a new 
cap on customers allowed in-
side at one time.

Illinoisans forced to post-
pone surgeries and tests so 
hospitals could increase ca-
pacity for COVID-19 patients 
can start rescheduling some 
procedures. 

Before health care centers 
can begin performing surger-
ies, their officials must meet 
the state health department’s 
exact specifications. Hospitals 
must have enough personal 
protective gear and ensure 
bed capacity is sufficient to 
handle new COVID-19 pa-
tients. Potential procedure 
recipients must also be proven 
to not have the virus.

“I know that even with these 
changes, this stay-at-home or-
der leaves many restrictions 
in place and in the coming 
weeks, as we get to the point 

of working our way down the 
other side of the peak, there 
will be more to do to get peo-
ple back to work and open up 
even more,” Pritzker said. 

“Understand that these are 
not choices that are made ar-
bitrarily,” he added. “These 
changes are what data says we 
can offer the people of Illinois 
without risking so much viral 
transmission that our hospi-
tals will again become, or po-
tentially become, overrun.”

The governor warned March 
and April’s restrictions will be 
implemented again if residents 
are found to be breaking the 
rules.

IDPH reported the state 
has 36,934 confirmed cases of 
COVID-19, up by 1,826 from 
Wednesday as 8,970 test re-
sults were reported in the past 
24 hours – the second-largest 
single-day increase. The virus 
has been confirmed in 96 of 
Illinois’ 102 counties.

Edgar County is one of the 
six counties without a positive 
test. The Edgar County Public 
Health Department updat-
ed website Friday showed 69 
county residents have been 
tested, with 68 negative results 
and one test still pending.

An additional 123 lives 
were lost in 14 counties over 
a 24-hour period, bringing the 
state’s total fatalities to 1,688. 

That data is only one re-
source Pritzker said he con-
sults when making novel coro-
navirus-related decisions. He 
also checks the number of Illi-
noisans who are hospitalized, 
in an intensive care unit and on 
a ventilator.

All that information is ana-
lyzed to develop a projection 
for how many new cases and 
deaths will occur in Illinois 
over time.

“There is no crystal ball 
available to us — there are only 

Stay-at-home order to be extended through May
estimates,” the governor said.

Early projections predicted 
Illinois’ COVID-19 peak — 
the greatest number of con-
firmed cases and virus-relat-
ed deaths — would occur in 
April. New models now show 
that peak is more likely to be 
a plateau of deaths per day be-
tween late April and early May, 
which is why Pritzker is ex-
tending the stay-at-home and 
social distancing orders.

The governor said it is im-
portant for him to use the 
worst end of the model range 
during a public health crisis.

Illinois’ reopening will come 
in phases, Pritzker said. He did 
not disclose details on Thurs-
day, saying that new data can 
change the circumstances offi-
cials are currently expecting.

According to data shared by 
Ezike, the state’s hospital bed 
capacity has increased slowly 
and been able to maintain rel-
atively stable levels. 

There were 4,877 
COVID-19 patients in Illinois 
hospitals as of Wednesday. Of 
those, 1,268 were in the in-
tensive care unit and 766 were 
using ventilators. Twenty-nine 
percent of the state’s ICU beds, 
34 percent of total hospital 
beds and 59 percent of venti-
lators were available statewide. 

GOP RESPONSE
In a Thursday letter to Pritz-

ker, House Minority Lead-
er Jim Durkin, R-Western 
Springs, asked for several con-
cessions to be made in May. 

Many of those listed — in-
cluding allowance of non-es-
sential surgeries and other 
medical procedures, access to 
state parks and retail stores to 
reopen — were announced 
by the governor in his daily 
COVID-19 update as definite 
actions.

Durkin said those additions 

to May’s stay-at-home order 
are the first step in moving Illi-
nois forward.

Senate Minority Leader Bill 
Brady, R-Bloomington, said in 
a statement his caucus submit-
ted related recommendations 
and he was pleased to see them 
reflected in Pritzker’s plans.

Brady wanted a phased-in 
reopening, but that was not 
part of Pritzker’s plan.

“Downstate communities, 
while following the proper so-
cial distancing guidelines, are 
not seeing the same number 
of cases, but they’re suffering 
just the same economically,” he 
wrote.

Area legislators largely fol-
lowed the GOP leadership 
in appreciating a lessening of 
some restrictions overall, but 
still calling for a regional re-
sponse to the pandemic, rather 
than approaching it statewide.     
Rep. Darren Bailey (R-Xenia) 
was an exception. He filed a 
lawsuit against Pritzker claim-
ing the extension of the stay at 
home order violates civil rights.

Rep. Chris Miller, who has 
Kansas and Grandview Town-
ship as part of his legislative 
district, also expressed displea-
sure with the announcement 
and called for a more rapid re-
opening.

Senator Chapin Rose 
(R-Mahomet) adopted a more 
moderate tone.

“I spent the last week talking 
to hospital CEOs and chief 
medical officers throughout 
my district,” said Rose. “Based 
on those conversations, I am 
convinced that with contin-
ued social distancing (and 
other common-sense protec-
tions) and in strict consul-
tation with these same local 
medical and hospital profes-
sionals, you can responsibly 
and safely dial up or dial down 
restrictions as circumstances 

warrant in areas with little to 
no cases — which is most of 
the 51st Senate District. That 
said, even throughout our re-

gion, some areas and commu-
nities, based on the number 
of cases, warrant more restric-
tions, some do not.”  

downward. I happen to 
think it's a good idea, but the 
governor said, "We don't live 
in a dictatorial society." To 
me, if the government can 
force restaurant cooks to wear 
a hair net, it can and should 
require them to wear masks.

We know the "why" and 
we now know the outline of 
"what" states have to do. But 
when it comes to the sus-
tained reduction of positive 
tests, the nation really has 
no plan for how that will be 
accomplished.

But at least we finally have a 
road map, which should give 
the nation and our state a bit 
of predictability.

By the way, the White 
House guidance also says 
schools can reopen during 

phase two, even though crowd 
sizes of 50 people or more 
should be avoided. That seems 
unwise, but if by some abso-
lute miracle Illinois fixed all 
of its testing and monitoring 
issues within two weeks and 
new positive test results began 
to drop immediately and then 
continued to consistently 
drop for four more weeks, the 
school year would almost be 
over anyway. That miracle is 
not going to happen. 

The governor was right to 
cancel the rest of the school 
year.

(Rich Miller is the editor 
of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitolfax@
gmail.com.)
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We were lucky to have a 
clear night Tuesday, April 21, 
allowing for good viewing of 
the Lyrids meteor show.  

The Lyrids are not the 
biggest show, but they are de-
pendable. All meteor showers 
happen when the Earth blasts 
through the debris field left 
by a comet. Comets near the 
sun develop long tails as they 
vaporize. That tail contains 
sand and small rocks. When 
the Earth passes through the 
leftover debris, the particles 
burn up in the atmosphere.

The Lyrids are particles 
left by comet ThatcherThy, 
admittedly not well-known. Its 
orbit lines up well so the Earth 
passes through its tail rem-
nants twice each year. Once in 
May and again in October.

There are millions of comets 
but only a few are known. In 
December just as the corona-
virus was surfacing, astron-
omers spotted a new comet 
they named Atlas. 

From December until 
March, it was brightening 
rapidly. Astronomers hoped 
it would develop into a stellar 
show by May when it was 
closest to the sun, but it won’t. 
It peaked on St. Patrick’s 
Day when Illinois schools 
closed and later broke up into 
fragments instead of staying 
together. 

Radiation from the sun 
warmed and vaporized the 
nucleus of Atlas, causing it to 
shatter. The remnants are now 
fading fast. 

On April 11, the same day 
Atlas fragmented, astronomers 
spotted another new comet. 
They named it Swan, and it is 
already visible using binocu-
lars and brightening fast. With 
only a few days of data to go 
by, there is a chance it may 
develop into a naked eye visi-
ble comet by May. If it does, it 
will hang in the sky for several 
days before swinging back out 
into deep space. Simulations 
show that Swan has a 26 mil-
lion-year orbit.

We have not had a good 
comet show for a long time. 
Most of us have never seen 
a brilliant comet display, but 
they are fairly common in his-
tory. Our modern understand-
ing recognizes that comets 
are gigantic ice balls and are 
fascinating objects from the 
ancient formation of the solar 
system.   

That has not been the view 
throughout most of history. 
When they appeared with a 
long tail out of nowhere they 
were seen as vile stars and 
harbingers of disaster and 
destruction. Ancient Chinese 
scholars chronicled numerous 
comets that preceded plague 

and disaster. A book published 
in 300 B.C. details 29 different 
comets and the disasters asso-

ciated with 
them, dating 
as far back as 
1500 B.C.

Coinciden-
tally, plagues, 
epidemics 
and upheavals 
have occurred 
following a 
comet sight-
ing: The great 
plague of Ath-

ens in 430 B.C.; a pandemic 
in Egypt and Syria in the first 
century; William the Con-
queror defeating King Harold 
at the Battle of Hastings in 
1066 for a successful invasion 
of Britain followed an appear-
ance by Halley’s Comet; small 
pox and Cortez defeating 
the Aztecs in 1519; Halley’s 
Comet returned in 1910 to be 
followed by smaller comets a 
few years later before the 1918 
outbreak of the Spanish Flu.   

Edmond Halley gave us 
our first good understanding 
of comets and their orbits 
in 1684. A few years earlier, 
young Halley was at a social 
gathering with Robert Hooke 
and a couple other scientists. 
Hooke, who was anything but 
modest, was bragging about 
his accomplishments. Only a 

few years after Kepler’s work 
with orbital motion, Hooke 
bragged he solved orbits for 
several heavenly bodies but 
was waiting to publish. He 
put Halley down as inferior. 
Over the next couple of years, 
Hooke still did not publish, 
and Halley determined to 
prove him wrong.

Halley started his research, 
taught himself the math, 
and visited Isaac Newton for 
guidance. Newton typified 
the absent-minded professor 
with work scattered every-
where. He had just finished 
work on his laws of motion 
and gravity, so gave Halley a 
few pointers. 

Newton could not find his 
calculations, forcing Halley to 
reproduce the orbits. Halley 
searched everything for comet 
sightings and locations. He 
organized and found a pattern 
indicating the comet sighted 
every 76 years was the same 
comet. The most well-known 
comet is named in his honor.

Halley felt a sense of 
obligation to Newton. When 
Newton asked the Royal So-
ciety to publish his Principia, 
probably the most important 
physics text ever printed, 
he was turned down. The 
society had used up the budget 
printing a book on fish species, 
which did not sell and return 

any profit. Halley made it his 
mission to ensure the Principia 
was published. He paid most 
of the cost himself, which in 
turn revolutionized science.

Comet Halley passed by 
in 1910, 1986 and will return 
in 2061. In 1910, astrono-
mers had just started using 
spectrometers to analyze the 
chemical makeup of stars. 
They identified ammonia, 
methane and cyanogen gasses 
in Halley’s tail. 

Some press sensationalized 
the discovery and caused 
public panic with some fearing 
deadly gasses would kill 
humans. The hucksters took 
advantage selling comet pills 
and gas masks faster than they 
could be produced. Scientists 
understood how thin the 
gasses were and that our atmo-
sphere would shield us. They 
tried to explain, but the public 
would not listen.

In the last 30 years, several 
space programs have sent 
probes to study comets. 
Several have flown through 
the tails and a couple collected 
small samples and returned. 
NASA sent the Deep Impact 
mission to comet Temple 1 in 
2005. A projectile was released 
to impact on July 4. It buried 
into the comet head releasing 
debris as well as clear images 
of a fresh interior. Studying the 

makeup of comets gives good 
insights on the formation of 
our solar system.

Comets are the remnants of 
materials from the original gas 
and dust cloud which formed 
our solar system. Gravity 
collected most of the dust and 
ice into the sun and planets. 
There were some small ice 
clusters that got whipped out 
into space. 

The giant planets swung 
millions of dirty snowballs to 
the extreme edge of our solar 
system. Far beyond Neptune 
is a sphere of millions of frozen 
comets at the extreme edge 
of the sun’s gravity. They are 
2,000 to 200,000 times farther 
out than the Earth. 

When one of these distant 
ice balls gets nudged by a 
nearby star’s gravity, it starts 
the long elliptical path toward 
the sun. As it gets closer and 
is warmed, part will vaporize 
into a glowing head and tail. It 
can make an awesome display. 
If we are lucky, Swan may 
provide dazzling comet scenes 
in mid-May.

(Terry Sullivan’s fascination 
with science started as a child 
watching Carl Sagan’s “Cosmos” 
and James Burke’s “Connections” 
on PBS. He is the technology 
and curriculum director for the 
Shiloh School District. Email 
him at sullivant@shiloh1.us)

Comets have been omens of destruction throughout history

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR 
SCIENCE

Listening to military 
veterans describe their as-
signments and experiences 

while serv-
ing Uncle 
Sam can 
be most 
interesting. 
Corporal 
Bert Ber-
nard from 
southern 
Illinois was 
a prime 
example. 
It’s a tale 

of sadness mixed with both 
adventure and misadven-
ture. The best part was not 
the two years he served 
from 1951 to 1953, but 
the fact that it qualified 
him to enjoy many beers 
at the VFW for 50 years 
afterward.

Like thousands of 
draftees right out of high 
school, Bernard was 
whisked through Army 
basic training and placed 
aboard a ship destined for 
Korea. His specialty was 
operating a mortar. Combat 
was frequent. Lugging the 
mortar was strenuous, but 
the biggest challenge was 
below-zero weather. 

 Eventually, he was car-
ried to an ambulance with 
frozen feet. Recovery was 
slow and painful, but there 
was good news. Doctors 
declared him unfit for front-
line cold-weather duty. 
There was also bad news.  
He was assigned as a cook 
at the rear-echelon base.

Despite being warm and 
well fed, Bernard hated his 
job with passion. Dipping 
ladles of smelly food was 
one thing, but scrubbing 
the greasy pots and pans 
was even worse. And it 
occurred day after day at all 
hours, with no end in sight. 

One day a major 
inspected the kitchen and 
interviewed the staff. He 
asked if there were any 
problems.  Cpl. Bernard 
jumped at the opportunity 
to complain. The major, 
feeling sympathetic, said he 
could arrange a transfer to 
Germany, Bernard would 
once again be a mortarman, 
but it would be in a more 
favorable climate. Bernard 
was thrilled.

The exuberant soldier 
rode by air across the 
Pacific. He was granted a 
short leave to visit his folks 
in Illinois before catching 
another flight across the 
Atlantic to Germany. As-
signed to the 8th Infantry 
Division as a mortarman, 

Corporal 
Bernard’s 
service 

See CODGER, Page 2B

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD 
CODGER

On days when weather is 
approaching, I like to sit on 
the front porch and watch 
the storms 
develop. 
Once the 
thunder, 
lightning 
and wind 
become 
frightful, 
I retreat 
inside. 

On 
April 8, 
significant 
storms were approaching 
from the northwest and, as 
usual, I was on the porch 
watching them. As the 
clouds and wind became 
quite ominous I heard a jet 
aircraft go over our house 
– low, slow and very loud. I 
quickly checked FlightRa-
dar and FlightAware 
applications, and saw that it 
was a passenger jet (Envoy/
American Airlines #3449) 
en route from Dallas/Ft. 
Worth, Texas, to Cham-
paign. 

The track shown on 
the application reflected a 
holding pattern for the jet 
over our area that looked 
like the old Johnny Carson 
Slauson Cutoff. At 7:25 
p.m. the plane made a south 
to north pass at 3,375 feet 
and 265 miles per hour just 
east of Route 1 directly over 
Paris. It also meandered 
over eastern Edgar County 
and western Vigo and Ver-
million Counties, Indiana. 
Finally, the jet made its 
way to Champaign as the 
storms lessened. 

Other people in Paris 
also heard and saw the jet 
and wanted to know the 
story behind its wandering 
pattern. A few locals even 
had photos and a video of 
the plane. Sam Roberts, an 
air traffic enthusiast, was 
also reviewing the track and 
looking for radio transmis-
sions.

In the effort to figure out 
why the plane, a passenger 
jet of all things, was holding 
here, I found a Retired Air 
Traffic Controllers group 
on Facebook. One quite 
helpful controller, who 
worked at Willard Airport, 
responded quickly and said 
he had held planes over 
our area but the track and 
altitude did look strange. 

Another controller said 
judging from a photo that 
was shared the clouds 
were mammatus and those 
clouds can be signs of 
extreme turbulence. He 

Low-flying 
plane starts 
a quest for 
answers

PATRICK
BELL
GUEST
COLUMN

See BELL, Page 2B

HOW TO COOK ONCE AND EAT TWICE

Special to The Prairie Press

A base meal of mushroom-beef blend can be flipped and used again for other dishes such as these blended tacos.

FAMILY FEATURES

Cook once, eat twice. It’s a kitchen 
practice as simple as it sounds. Cook 
a base dish that can be enjoyed today 
and used for an entirely different meal 
tomorrow. For example, bake some fish 
for tonight’s dinner, and enjoy fish ta-
cos for tomorrow’s lunch.

With so many Americans preparing 
meals at home, the practice of cooking 
once and eating twice can extend the 
grocery budget while also making meal 
planning less stressful and more com-
forting.

Cooking meals that feed the entire 
family is essential and even better if one 
meal gives a jump on a second meal. 
Whether one’s love for cooking runs 
deep or is being newly discovered, keep 
the following in mind when planning 
to cook once and eat twice: 

STOCK UP ON STAPLES. 
Before heading out to the store, 

develop a list of ingredients that can 
be used for multiple dishes. Canned 
goods, such as black beans and corn, 
are great items to store in the pantry 
and have on hand for a variety of fa-
vorite family recipes. Other basics like 
corn tortillas can be used in multiple 
ways, such as tacos, casseroles and even 
salads.

DON’T FORGET PRODUCE. 
To increase flavor and nutrition, add-

ing produce is key in planning. Mush-
rooms are a favorite among chefs and 
home cooks alike for many reasons. 
Traditionally known for their inherent 
umami flavor, mushrooms are filling, 
healthy and versatile. Crimini and por-
tabella are excellent sources of seleni-
um, an antioxidant that protects cells 
from damage that may lead to serious 
chronic diseases. For example, four cri-
mini mushrooms provide 38% of the 
daily recommended value. Also, the 
variety of mushrooms contain essential 

Upping the leftover game
MEXICAN MUSHROOM-BEEF BLEND

Ingredients
1  medium yellow onion
8  ounces fresh button or crimini mush-

rooms
1  pound lean ground beef
1  tablespoon olive oil
2  cans (15 ounces each) black beans, 

drained
1  package (1 ounce) reduced-sodium 

taco seasoning mix
1  can (15 ounces) crushed tomatoes
1  can (11 ounces) yellow kernel corn, 

drained

In food processor, pulse onion and 
mushrooms to coarse texture. Set aside.

In large frying pan, brown ground beef. 
Drain fat. Set aside. 

In same frying pan, heat oil. Add 
mushroom mixture and saute 3-4 minutes, 
or until most moisture has been released. 
Add black beans and mix.

Add beef, taco seasoning, tomatoes and 
corn to black bean and mushroom blend. 
Mix and cook until heated through.

MEXICAN LASAGNA

Ingredients
Nonstick cooking spray
16  yellow corn tortillas 
6  cups Mexican Mushroom-Beef Blend
1  cup shredded, low-fat Mexican cheese 

blend
sour cream (optional)
chopped cilantro (optional)
salsa (optional)

Heat oven to 350 F. Spray bottom of 
9-by-13-inch baking dish with nonstick 
cooking spray. Place four corn tortillas on 
bottom of dish and layer 2 cups Mexican 
Mushroom-Beef Blend on top. Repeat 

layers, ending with tortillas as top layer. 
Top with cheese.

Bake uncovered 25 minutes, or 
until cheese melts and lasagna is heated 
through. Top with dollops of sour cream, 
cilantro and salsa as desired.

vitamins and nutrients, such as vita-
mins B and D and riboflavin.

MAKE MEAT GO FURTHER. 
A three-step cooking technique 

called The Blend combines finely 
chopped mushrooms with ground 

meat to create dishes that are more nu-
tritious while still tasting delicious. 

Use the process to create multiple 
dishes such as tacos, pasta sauce and 
burgers. Mushrooms’ ability to mimic 
the texture of meat makes them easy to 

See COOKING, Page 2B
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These properties have been placed in the custody of the State Treasurer, to whom all further claims must be directed. Infomation regarding the  
amount or description of the property and the name and address of the holder may be obtained by any persons possessing an interest in the property at  
www.IllinoisTreasurer.gov, 877-581-3689, or by addressing an inquiry to the State Treasurer: Illinois State Treasurer’s Office, Unclaimed Property Division,  
PO Box 19495, Springfield, IL 62794-9495. Printed by the authority of the State of Illinois

I-CASH BY THE NUMBERS

Reported to Treasurer’s Office 9/1/19 – 2/29/20

Reports 4,921 
Properties 704,534 
Cash $150,713,509 
Shares 28,151,299   

Returned to Owners 9/1/19 – 2/29/20
 

Number of paid claims 87,701 
Cash and share value returned  $106,004,555.86 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT US AT
unclaimedproperty@illinoistreasurer.gov or 877-581-3689

To find out if you have cash or property, 
visit www.Illinoistreasurer.Gov/icash.
If you do not have access to the internet 

to search for unclaimed property, a 
computer may be available at your  

local public library.

ADULTS DISCOVER PROPERTY TO 
CLAIM WHEN THEY SEARCH

ILLINOISTREASURER.GOV/ICASH

THE ILLINOIS STATE TREASURER’S I-CASH
PROGRAM WANTS TO RETURN OVER

$3.5 Billion
TO OWNERS

1-217-921-5680
MKT-P0108© 2020 Inogen, Inc. All rights reserved.

Call Inogen Today To 
Request Your FREE Info Kit

One solution for oxygen at 
home, away, and for travel
Introducing the INOGEN ONE
It’s oxygen therapy on your terms

No more tanks to re� ll. No more deliveries. 
No more hassles with travel. The INOGEN ONE 
portable oxygen concentrator is designed to 
provide unparalleled freedom for oxygen therapy 
users. It’s small, lightweight, clinically proven 
for stationary and portable use, during the day and 
at night, and can go virtually anywhere — 
even on most airlines. 
Inogen accepts Medicare and 
many private insurances!

Reclaim Your 
Freedom And
Independence NOW!

The Best in the Bloomin’ Business

Nelson’s Nelson’s 
GreenhouseGreenhouse

Questions please call 812-239-9550 
and leave a message

WE’RE STILL 
OPEN

daily until 7:30pm EST

1445 E. State Road 163
Clinton, IN  47842

Corner of Clinton Road & Route 63

Be sure to Like Nelson’s 
Greenhouse on Facebook 

or check them out on 
the web

www.nelsonsgreenhouse.net

• Vegetables
• Flowers
• Shrubs
• Hanging Plants

Open daily from 12-7pm

All orders are to go orders ONLY

Be sure to LIKE We Li Kit Farmstand on Face-
book for daily specials and announcements,

14 homemade flavors to choose from. 
Homemade Waffle Cones and variety 
of  specialty teas and lemonades.

Open daily
 from 12-7pm

All orders are 
to go orders 

ONLY

Located in rural Edgar County at 
6164 N 925th Street Paris, IL

Be sure to LIKE We Li Kit Farmstand Be sure to LIKE We Li Kit Farmstand 
on Facebook for daily specials on Facebook for daily specials 

and announcements.and announcements.

Hidden GardeHidden Gardenn
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Fri 05/01
Gourmet pork 

chop, baked po-
tato, green beans 

or corn & roll

Always 
Homemade

NEW HOURS
until further 

notice
Wed-Fri  9-2

CLOSED 
SATURDAY

Wed 04/29
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Thur 04/30
Chicken taco 

casserole,
garden salad,
chips & salsa

 (217) 251-2636 (217) 251-2636
116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL  (West side of the square) 

 Carry-out & delivery ONLY Carry-out & delivery ONLY

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

his good spirts were ruined 
when a colonel requested his 
presence.

“Corporal Bernard I see on 
your record where you have 
experience as a cook. It just so 
happens we have a shortage 
of cooks. You’re needed. Wel-
come to our main mess hall.”

Now it was back to kitchen 
duty. Bernard’s attitude only 
worsened. Cook and wash 
pans. Clean floors. Cook and 
wash pans. Clean floors. Nev-
er ending boredom. However, 
an unbelievably lucky break 
snapped the misery one day.  

A captain came through the 
chow line, not just a captain, 
but one whom Bernard rec-
ognized as a graduate of his 
hometown high school. The 
two hit it off well, especially 
when the officer asked how 
things were going. Bernard 
poured forth a barrage of 
bitterness. Once again a sym-
pathetic officer pulled strings.

“How would you like to 
drive a jeep for a colonel?” the 
captain asked next day.

“That’s in the affirmative,” 
Bernard smiled.

So for several months Cpl. 
Bernard was a jeep driver, one 
of the most enviable jobs on 
the base. Bernard rejoiced as 
a chauffeur. Trouble was, the 
colonel was eventually trans-
ferred. By this time Bernard 
only had two more weeks of 
service before his Army duty 
expired.

A major read him his new-
est and last assignment.  “Cpl. 
Bernard, you and two other 
soldiers are to drive three 
old 6 x 6 trucks to a depot in 
Paris, France. Deliver them 
to the French. The trucks are 
junky and worn. They’ll be 
scrapped. Thereafter you are 
assigned to a military hospital 

CODGER
FROM PAGE 1B

COOKING
FROM PAGE 1B

incorporate, and the addi-
tion of finely chopped mush-
rooms to meat dishes stretch-
es portions, allowing the 
family to enjoy a meat-mush-
room base two days in a row 

did not blame the pilot for 
staying low. One stated it was 
much better to hold in visual 
meteorological conditions at 
an altitude below the cloud 
bases than to hold inside the 
clouds and get beaten up by 
the turbulence. 

A controller wrote the pilot 
was likely a pro who has been 
around “bumpers” (thun-
derbumpers) and was of the 
mindset that if the choices are 
bad and worse, about 4,000 
feet is the best choice of bad 
altitudes. Finally, the consen-
sus was that Champaign air 
traffic control had given the 
pilot a block of airspace to use 
at his/her discretion while 
on hold, hence the airliner 
keeping us company before 
being cleared to land at Cham-
paign. The members of the 
retired controllers group were 
friendly and eager to share 
information. 

While the actual radio 
transmissions were not found, 
the controller who had worked 
at Willard said the assignment 
of the block of airspace would 
likely have been similar to, 

BELL
FROM PAGE 1B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

MUNCIE, Ind. – The fed-
eral government is pouring 
billions of dollars in stimulus 
checks to help Americans 
during the COVID-19 crisis, 
but each recipient should take 
a hard look at how to allocate 
their funds, two Ball State 
University business faculty 
advise.

“Relief Check Meets Real-
ity Check: Some Guidelines 
for Optimizing the Value from 
Your Stimulus Distribution,” 
analyses how people might 
best use that money to bring 
financial stability to their 
household. 

Stephen P. Ferris, the Bryan 
Dean of the Miller College of 
Business, and Manoj Atha-
vale, chair the college’s finance 
and insurance department, 
accomplish this through the 
creation of a simple allocation 
model based on the severity of 
financial need and an individ-
ual’s investment horizon. 

In the last week, stimulus 
checks started going out 80 
million taxpayers. A single 
American earning less than 
$75,000 annually receives 
$1,200, and married couples 
who earn less than $150,000 
receive $2,400. Families with 

children under 17 also receive 
$500 per child.

Ferris points out that indi-
viduals and families will be 
faced with a myriad of options 
for using the money to further 
their financial well-being. 

“Should they use the mon-
ey to pay for immediate sub-
sistence expenses?” he said. 
“Or build an emergency fund? 
Or pay down debt? Or plan 
for longer-term goals?”

The Athavale-Ferris model 
recommends:
nIndividuals with acute 

financial need, such as paying 
for rent or medicine, should 
focus their relief check spend-
ing on immediate needs to 
maintain their employment 
sustainability and physical 
health. 
nIndividuals with more 

moderate levels of financial 
need should direct some of 
this money to the creation of 
a rainy-day fund that will pro-
vide a reserve of cash to pro-
tect against emergencies and 
unanticipated expenses. 
nPeople with a low level 

of financial need can use the 
relief check to add to a rainy-
day fund but also to invest in 
longer-term assets to allow 
for wealth creation and retire-
ment security. 

How to spend the stimulus

in Paris as a cook until your 
enlistment expires.”

Bernard was so angry he spit 
fire.  The truck he drove had 
loose steering and other prob-
lems. He was fearful of losing 
control. Thus, he told his 
buddy in the cab, “This truck 
ain’t gonna reach Paris. I’m 
gonna cram the gearshift into 
reverse,” he said while cruising 
slowly along a highway. 

That isn’t easy to accom-
plish, but he jammed the 
gearshift into a slot. It ripped 
with a terrible grinding noise. 
The vehicle turned sideways 
with a loud screech, then 
overturned, rolling upside 
down in the middle of the 
road.  Fortunately, neither 
soldier was injured.

Next day Bernard was 
escorted from the brig by 
two MPs to a colonel’s office 
where he stood at attention 
and endured a lengthy lecture 
on irresponsible driving.

“You will be facing a sen-
tence of 10 years in a military 
prison,” he was told. “That, 
and you’ll also be paying for 
the destroyed truck.”

The colonel raged and 
screamed for five minutes, 
trying to scare Bernard out of 
his wits. However, the angry 
officer eventually calmed 
down and laid a clipboard on 
his desk.

“Here’s a pen, Corporal 
Bernard. Sign your name and 
re-enlist for another tour of 
duty. That’s the only way I can 
save you from Ft. Leaven-
worth Prison.”

Bernard figured the colonel 
was bluffing. He refused to 
sign. He did report to the 
Army hospital and serve two 
final weeks in the kitchen.

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright 
is a retired schoolteacher and 
storyteller. Contact him at The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Main, 
Paris, Ill., 61944.)

in two different ways in 
dishes like Mexican Lasa-
gna and Blended Tacos, 
both of which include a 
Mexican Mushroom-Beef 
Blend.

For more simple and de-
licious recipes, visit Mush-
roomCouncil.com.

BLENDED TACOS

Ingredients
1  cup sour cream
6  tablespoons cilantro, 

chopped
2  tablespoons lime juice
8  yellow corn tortillas
2  cups Mexican Mush-

room-Beef Blend
diced avocado (optional) 
shredded lettuce (optional) 
shredded cheese (optional)
salsa (optional)

In small bowl, mix sour 
cream, cilantro and lime juice. 
Cover and refrigerate.

Warm tortillas in microwave 

or on stovetop according to 
package directions. Spoon 1/4 
cup Mexican Mushroom-Beef 
Blend into each tortilla. Top 
with sour cream mixture and 
avocado, lettuce and cheese 
as desired.

“Envoy 3449, hold south-
east of NEWMY on the 
Champaign 121 radial, 20 
mile legs. Maintain block al-
titude 3,000 through 4,000. 
Expect further clearance 
0100 Zulu.” (“NEWMY” 
is a point near the town of 
Newman, Illinois.)

The controller who first 
responded and provided 
air control information 
said he had flown in a B-17 
bomber with a member of 
the vintage division of the 
Experimental Aircraft As-
sociation. Their flight was 
from Champaign to Hul-
man Field in Terre Haute, a 
route that goes directly over 
Paris. Since that time, he 
has told friends that he flew 
in a B-17 over Paris. I told 
him my father-in-law flew 
B-17s and B-24s in World 
War II out of Eye, England.

Now, for the rest of 
the story as Paul Harvey 
always said. That controller 
and I became friends on 
Facebook. In reviewing his 
biographical information, 
he is from Fisher, Illinois, 
my father and mother-in-
laws’ hometown. I asked 
about this and he said his 
aunt was married to Wilbur 
Camden, one of Susan’s 
great-uncles. He was raised 
about a mile south of 
Susan’s uncle’s farm and 
knows the Deffenbaugh 
family as well as the Cam-
dens, all family names. It 
truly is a small world. 

So, thank you to thunder-
storms, American Airlines, 
retired air traffic controllers 
and front porches for a 
surprising family discovery 
and a front porch story.

(Patrick Bell is a retired 
Paris accountant with Lars-
son Woodyard & Henson. 
He is an aviation fan. Email 
him at pbell5_99@yahoo.
com.)

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216
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Jackie Owen, PharmD

ATTENTION    ATTENTION     ATTENTIONATTENTION    ATTENTION     ATTENTION
Beginning Thursday, March 19, Pearmans Pharmacy will be offering drive-thru, curbside delivery, or home delivery. The staff will be on 

hand during the same business hours, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. by telephone or at the drive-thru. Call 465-8455 to place orders or for questions.
For those who may need fittings for C-Pap, braces, etc., 

please call the store for a screening.
Walk-ins at the Paris Clinic Pharmacy will not be available beginning

 Thursday, March 19. The pharmacy will offer delivery and curbside pick-up.
 Call 465-4114 for orders or questions. Curbside pickup will be on the west side

 of the hospital. The doors will be locked but the pharmacy has
 received permission to bring orders to customers.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — 
Ten years after a well blew wild 
under a BP platform in the Gulf 
of Mexico, killing 11 men and 
touching off the nation's worst 
offshore oil spill, Gulf waters 
sparkle in the sunlight, its fish 
are safe to eat and thick, black 
oil no longer visibly stains the 
beaches and estuaries. Brown 
pelicans, a symbol of the spill's 
ecological damage because so 
many dived after fish and came 
up coated with oil, are doing 
well. 

But scientists who spent the 
decade studying the Deepwa-
ter Horizon spill still worry 
about its effects on dolphins, 
whales, sea turtles, small fish 
vital to the food chain — and 
ancient corals in the cold, dark 
depths.

The Gulf 's ecosystem is so 
complex and interconnected 
that it's impossible to take any 
single part as a measure of its 
overall health, said Rita Col-
well, who has led the Gulf of 
Mexico Research Initiative.

BP put up $500 million for 
the independent GoMRI pro-
gram soon after the spill, part 
of more than $69 billion it says 
it has spent overall, including 
spill response, cleanup, settle-
ments, restoration and other 
costs. 

Some scientists say the re-
covery has been remarkable 
since those dark spring days 
in 2010, when oil billowing 
from the sea floor began killing 
wildlife and blackening marsh-
es and beaches from Texas to 
Florida.

Ed Overton, a Louisiana 
State University chemist who 

has studied oil dispersal since 
the 1970s, said today's visitors 
to Louisiana's marshes would 
have to know just where to 
look to find damage.

"So there's still oil there 10 
years later. Is it significant com-
pared to what we saw in 2010? 
And the answer is not only no, 
but hell no," said Overton.

But major concerns remain. 
Steven A. Murawski, chief sci-
entist of the National Marine 
Fisheries Service when the 
well blew, said, "We will see en-
vironmental impacts from this 
for the rest of our lifetimes."

"Initially, industry experts 
were saying, 'The dolphins 
and the whales, they're smart. 
They're not going to swim 
into oiled areas,'" recalled Nan-
cy Kinner, co-director of the 
Coastal Response Research 
Center and Center for Spills 

and Environmental Hazards at 
the University of New Hamp-
shire.

But cetaceans must surface 
to breathe, rising through oil 
that spread across more than 
15,300 square miles (40,000 
square kilometers) - nearly as 
big as Switzerland. Each ex-
halation vaporized oil and gas 
into minuscule droplets, which 
they then inhaled, Kinner said.

Lung disease and other ail-
ments caused by the spill killed 
more than 1,000 bottlenose 
dolphins over several years, 
many of them in Louisiana's 
hard-hit Barataria Bay, the 
National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration report-
ed. More than one-fifth were 
aborted, stillborn or died soon 
after birth. 

Pregnant Barataria and 
Mississippi Sound dolphins 

still give birth far more rarely 
than in healthy populations. 
Health checks of Barataria Bay 
dolphins in 2018 found that 
lung problems may be getting 
worse in some cases, said Lori 
Schwacke of the National Ma-
rine Mammal Foundation.

Whales almost certainly 
suffered similar oil-caused ail-
ments but can't be safely exam-
ined, Schwacke said. NOAA 
estimated the spill killed 17 
percent of the Gulf 's Bryde's 
whales, declared endangered 
in 2019 after their population 
dwindled to fewer than 100. 
Other whales are suffering, too. 

"The toothed whales, sperm 
whales, Bryde's whales, right 
whales ... these populations 
which were somewhat in jeop-
ardy prior to the oil spill have 
been declining 5 or 10% a year 

Deepwater Horizon revisited
Sparkling waters hide some lasting environmental harm from the infamous 2010 oil spill

COMBAT AND DISEASE CLAIMED SOLDIERS’ LIVES

Special to The Prairie Press

The 1918-1919 Arena for Paris High School was dedicated to seven recent graduates who lost their lives while serving in the 
military during World War I. Harry Roth, left, served in the Navy during WWI. He died from the flu. Paul Duck, right, entered the 
Army and was killed in combat.

BY ROGER STANLEY
Rogerstanley769@yahoo.com 

The Spanish Flu hit the world in the 
spring of 1918 during the last year of 
World War I and lasted into 1920. It con-
sisted of three waves with the wave in the 
fall of 1918 being the most severe. 

The name, Spanish Flu, is a misnomer 
because it did not originate in Spain, but 
probably was spread in the battlefields of 
France. 

One speculation is it had an avian ori-
gin in China and came to France as Chi-
nese laborers were brought in to help the 
war effort. Some 90,000 Chinese work-
ers were brought in on the Allied side 
to help rebuild roads unload trains and 
repair tanks. 

The workers were confined in railroad 
cars for as many as six days, and when 
they arrived in Northern France many 
were sick and dying. 

Another theory is a spring outbreak of 
flu in a U.S. Army camp was the origin 
point and the disease spread as soldiers 
were dispersed for duty. According to 
the U.S. National Library of Medicine 
and National Institutes of Health, the 
sudden appearance of the flu during 
March and April 1918 in North Ameri-
ca, Europe and Asia makes it impossible 
to define its exact point of origin.

The troops kept in trenches with 

cramped, dirty and damp conditions 
were susceptible, with a low resistance to 
disease due to exposure and poor nutri-
tion. It spread to many soldiers on both 
sides of the conflict.

Spain was neutral in the war effort and 
was the first nation to report on the epi-
demic, because neither the Allies nor the 
Axis powers wished to show a weakened 
ability to fight the war. 

It was thought if the press publicized 
the devastating effect on the troops, it 
would also demoralize the citizens at 
home. The citizens of Spain contracted 
the disease and the press saw fit to tell 
the story about a possible pandemic. 

A writer in England speculated the 
Spanish weather of dry, hot winds with 
microbe laden dust had brought on the 
epidemic, but the British were safe with 
their cool, damp weather. He was wrong. 
Britain experienced outbreaks resulting 
in 25% to 30% of the workforce unable 
to work.

As troops returned to the states, out-
breaks occurred in the U.S. When troops 
assembled in the late summer and fall 
of 1918, they spread the flu to training 
camps and areas preparing to go over-
seas. It affected the major cities as well, 
and it spread across the countryside. 

Doctors were unsure of what to do, but 
they advised staying away from crowds 

and when possible to stay away from ev-
eryone. Americans were urged to wear 
masks, stop shaking hands with others 
and avoid touching library books. In New 
York City, the Department of Health en-
forced a sanitary code amendment mak-
ing spitting in the streets illegal.

Spanish Flu deadly even in Paris

Special to The Prairie Press

Abner B. Henry was one of the Paris 
residents who died of the flu in 1918. 

See INFLUENZA, Page 4B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

When the influenza pan-
demic hit the U.S. between 
1918 and 1920, Americans 
wanted answers. Their 
questions weren’t limited to 
what caused the pandemic 
or might prevent the next 
one. They struggled with 
more eternal concerns, such 
as what happens to us after 
we die and whether it’s pos-
sible to communicate with 
dead loved ones.

The flu pandemic wasn’t 
alone in spurring this search 
for meaning. World War I, 
which ended in Novem-
ber 1918, had racked up 
a worldwide death toll of 
20 million soldiers and ci-
vilians, according to one 
estimate. And if that wasn’t 
sufficiently staggering, the 
influenza had taken at least 
50 million lives. In both cas-
es, most victims were young 
— between 20 and 40, in 
the case of the flu — and 
left behind parents, spouses, 
sweethearts and children. 

Not surprisingly, spiri-
tualism, which promised a 
window into the afterlife, 
saw a sudden resurgence 
in the United States, Great 
Britain, France and else-
where. A February 1920 
headline in the New York 
Sun said it all: “Riddle of 
the Life Hereafter Draws 
World’s Attention.” 

The two most prominent 
proponents of spiritualism 
were British: Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle and Sir Ol-
iver Lodge. Doyle was, of 
course, the creator of Sher-
lock Holmes. Lodge was a 
respected physicist known 
for his work with radio 
waves. 

Both men had a longtime 
interest in the supernatural, 
and both had lost sons in 
the war. Lodge’s son, Ray-
mond, was struck down 
by a shell fragment while 
fighting in Belgium in 1915. 
Doyle’s son, Kingsley, was 
wounded in France in 1916 
and died of pneumonia in 
1918, likely brought on by 
the influenza pandemic. 
Doyle also lost his younger 
brother to the flu in 1919, 
while his wife’s brother was 
killed in Belgium in 1914. 

After the war, both men 
lectured widely in the U.S. 
and also wrote books de-
scribing their psychic expe-
riences.

Lodge’s 1916 book, “Ray-
mond, or Life and Death,” 
describes numerous pur-
ported contacts with his late 
son. Lodge and his wife met 
with a variety of mediums, 
who practiced such tech-
niques as automatic writing 
and table tilting to commu-
nicate with the dead. 

The heightened interest 
in spiritualism in the U.S. 
continued throughout the 
1920s and well into the 
1930s — but dropped off 
with the coming of World 
War II in 1941. 

In 1919, a New York Tri-
bune writer tried to sum-
marize what spiritualists 
claimed the dead had to say 
about the next world.

“They tell us that dying 
is not a painful process,” he 
began, adding that it some-
times takes the recently 
deceased a while to realize  
they are no longer among 
the living. “Finally, they all 
say that in no circumstances 
would they come back.” 

 “The best things in life 
are free.

Now that I discovered 
what you mean to me.

The best things in life are 
free,

Now that we’ve got each 
other

The best things in life are 
free.”

 
I haven’t heard the above 

song lyric for a long, long 
time, oh wait that’s another 
ditty, but 
why not 
put them 
together, 
and I am 
not just 
Whistling 
Dixie. 

You 
know, 
when 
things 
are really 
going wrong with the world 
and the way we are told to 
live our lives, we need to 
take a load off our minds 
and do something silly, but 
meaningful. I am reminisc-
ing not so much in a silly 
way, but my mind is still 
free to remember some of 
the best things I have been 
blessed with. 

When Rosie and I were 
first married back in the 
50s, we knew to be truly 
free was to start a family 
as that was what we really 
wanted to do, regardless of 
what our parents wanted. 
Oh yes, they came around 
to the idea because they 
saw we were very deter-
mined, even though they 
thought we were too young. 

We started housekeeping 
with a lot of borrowed stuff 
in a big old house in the 
country which was a part of 
my work arrangement with 
my dad. I thought about 
that as making it one of the 
best things besides working 
on the farm which was so 
much fun it was kind of free 
too. When you don’t have a 
lot of stuff except love and 
promises, there is no need 
to worry. 

Rosie and I didn’t need 
to worry about making a 
living because we loved it 
on the farm. We had our 
own chickens, a milk cow 
and a couple of porkers to 

The best 
things in 
life are free    

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM  
THE PRAIRIE

See STANLEY, Page 4B

See GULF, Page 4B

Pandemic 
spurred a 
spiritualism 
craze in US
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HUGE SAVINGS!

STIMULUS
SALE!

2018 Buick
Cascada

Was $25,985 Now 
$23,196

#X19190A

1-Owner!

2015 Ford
Taurus

Was $14,985 Now 
$13,853#B20137A

Convertible!

2015 GMC
Yukon XL

Was $38,985 Now 
$36,662#G20213A

Was $23,985 Now 
$22,476

2019 GMC
Terrain

#X20013

Leather!

Loaded LTZ!

2014 Chevrolet
Silverado

Was $19,985 Now 
$18,968#G20225A

Local Trade!

2011 Chevrolet
Avalanche

Was $17,985 Now 
$16,510

#X19226A

1-Owner!

2018 Dodge
Challenger

Was $22,985 Now 
$20,245#X20010

Was $25,985 Now 
$23,789

2017 Chrysler
Pacifica

#X20033

Leather!

Was $26,985 Now 
$24,153

2019 Dodge
Charger

#X20011

300HP!

Denali!

2016 GMC
Sierra 1500

Was $24,985 Now 
$22,736#G19152C

Just Arrived!

MON - TH   7 a.m.- 10 p.m.

FRI - SAT      7 a.m.-12 a.m.

SUN            12 p.m. - 7 p.m.

ON SALE 
April 24-30

All Revolution Beer
10% OFF

                         
Fireball 750ml.........................................................................$16.99

Belle Meade 750ml................................................$42.77

Fulton’s Pumpkin..........................................$9.75

Baileys 750ml......................................................$27.89

Oban 14yr ...............................................................$79.98

Chateau Michelle Merlot...............................................$10.40

Svedka Raspberry..........$13.99

Bud/Lt 24pk cans.................$16.94

All Twisted Tea
10% OFF

Drive-up 
window available

Retail Retail Meat Meat 

CustomCustom

Butchering
Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

BBQ Seasoned Chops & 
BBQ Seasoned Chicken

It’s Grill Time!

P.O. Box 921 • Paris, IL 61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

• Roll Off Container Service

• Residential & Commercial 
  Trash Service

• Residential & Commerical
  Lawn Sevice

• Gravel for Driveway
   Repair

• Mulch

Making
Edgar County BeautifulSat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.   Paris, IL
(217) 465-8551

Mon - Fri   7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Sea FoamSea Foam
Motor Motor 

Treatment Treatment 

$$ 669898

SavingsSavings

HOT HOT DEALDEAL16 oz. - SEA SF16

ever since the oil spill," said Ian 
MacDonald of Florida State 
University.

Going forward, some BP 

money will go toward improv-
ing conditions for dolphins 
and whales. These include 
studies on reducing effects of 
human-produced noise, such 
as seismic airguns and ship 
propellers, on whales and dol-

GULF
FROM PAGE 3B

INFLUENZA
FROM PAGE 3B

Symptoms usually started as 
a headache and tiredness. That 
was followed by a dry-hacking 
cough, stomach problems and 
then on the second day exces-
sive sweating. 

Many times, this led to the 
disease attacking the respira-
tory system and pneumonia 
could develop. It was then de-
cided pneumonia, or the flu, 
caused the death and in many 
cases, it was both. Aspirin was 
recommended to help the sick, 
and it probably did, but some-
times it was given in such high 
quantities that a salicylate over-
dose kicked in and many deaths 
were attributed to this cause 

and not the flu.
Although Chicago was se-

verely affected, the flu did not 
affect downstate Illinois and the 
Paris area as much. Many cities 
and small towns did not shut 
down. The first wave did not 
cause that much panic, but in 
the fall of 1918, it was far more 
severe and several died because 
pneumonia set in quickly. 

Newspapers wrote in many 
cases the epidemic ended with 
the coming of summer, so it 
was a shock when it returned. 
There was not a lot of coverage 
about the health challenges of 
Illinois, but an article appeared 
in a paper stating many people 
were critically ill and doctors 
were working overtime. The 
contemporary reports indicat-

ed many were sick, and some 
were not expected to recover. 
The lack of nurses did not help. 

Public dancing was pro-
hibited in October 1918 by 
the Illinois Board of Health. 
Many schools closed for a few 
weeks, but saloons, pool halls 
and bowling alleys were open if 
they provided enough fresh air. 

Paris had its share of victims, 
including my grandfather Ab-
ner B. Henry. It is difficult to get 
an exact count of flu victims in 
Edgar County since there was 
no law requiring the filing of a 
death certificate with the coun-
ty.

Records books for the James 
Cook & Sons Funeral Home in 
Paris give a glimpse of just what 
one Edgar County undertak-
ing establishment experienced. 
The funeral home handled 
151 deaths between 1918 and 
1920. A total of six entries listed 
influenza as the cause of death. 
The total jumps to 10 when the 
four entries listing pneumonia/
influenza as the cause of death 
are added making 6.62% of 
the deaths handled by Cook & 
Sons influenza related.

Also, nine additional deaths 
are attributed to pneumonia. 
The strictly pneumonia cases 
may or may not have started 
as the flu, that is not known, 
but all of the respiratory related 
deaths served by Cook & Sons 
between 1918 and 1920 were 

12.5% of the business’ volume.
A single-source document is 

inadequate to determine how 
prevalent flu was in the com-
munity, but it was present and 
took a toll on families. One of 
the saddest entries in the record 
books occurred Dec. 21, 1918. 
A 23-year-old woman died in 
childbirth as did her stillborn 
baby. She was sick with the flu 
when she went into labor, and 
the cause of death for both was 
listed as pneumonia/influenza.

There were 23,500 Illinois-
ans who died during this two-
year period with most of them 
being between the ages of 20-
40. America lost 675,000 lives, 
which was many more than 
the nation’s war casualties. It is 

estimated the world lost 30-50 
million people.   

According to Paris High 
School yearbooks, school did 
not close in Paris, but only three 
football games were played that 
year. Some of the students 
who graduated in the prior 
years and entered the armed 
services were honored by the 
Arena dedicating the 1918-19 
yearbook to those who had lost 
their lives. Of the seven who 
perished, five died of compli-
cations of the flu and only two 
from being killed in service.

We now have another pan-
demic to record in the history 
books, and this one is affecting 
185 countries in lives lost and 
businesses shuttered.    

Special to The Prairie Press

Red Cross nurses participate in a practice drill during the 1918 
flu pandemic.

STANLEY
FROM PAGE 3B

eat every year. That was fair 
payment for living a life we 
loved out in the country and 
a lot of what we needed came 
from a small salary, but a lot 
of perks included fresh air and 
plenty of exercise in doing the 
work we loved. Now that we 
had each other the best things 
in life were free.

Maybe the whole country 
needs to have that attitude 
about having each other to 
help us along the way, and 
we don’t need them to pay us 
because we all owe each other 
something. That doesn’t cost 
anything but a kind heart. 

How many times do we 
get something that we never 
expected? It is a little blessing 
now and then. 

We got a little blessing in 
August of 1958, and I think 
she was free because even 
though I had a small hospital 
bill she arrived just in time to 
make us happy. She even paid 
us time and time again with 
her antics, funny little songs 

and she just sparkled when she 
sang her version of “A Hunting 
We Will Go”, “a humping we 
will go, a humping we will go, 
we catch a little fox and put 
him in a box, a humping we 
will go.”

A couple of years later 
another gift arrived to keep 
Ginger, Rosie and I company 
in the form of another little 
song maker. She thoroughly 
delighted us in a few years 
when she recited the “Bambi” 
story complete with the way 
she mimicked Bambi saying 
for the first time “flower, pretty 
flower.” She did that for us, 
and it was completely free of 
charge. Boy, the best things in 
life were still free. 

Ginger was really our first 
boy in the disguise of being 
a sweet little girl. She never 
threw a ball like a girl so that 
partly proved my point and 
boy, was she great at helping 
me raise pigs. When she 
pitched the softball she could 
make that ball sing even when 
the real girl, Gina, sought 
attention while riding her bike 
between Ginger and me.

Another free gift from heav-
en arrived in 1974 in a surprise 
package during a snowstorm. 
I guess he knew what he was 
doing because he came out all 
right and we had a little Junior. 

He worked his way into 
our little family and kept us 
hopping with all his neat little 
tricks. He learned to read 
and talk at an early age, so we 
could not keep him fooled for 
long that we knew more than 
he did. He even joined in the 
music parade by playing his 
trombone out in the goat barn. 
I guess he knew it was free 
entertainment for them.

As life moves on in its 
merry way, we still find the 
best things in life are free 
even though we had to pay 
attention to what really mat-
tered. Now we have plenty of 
grandkids and great-grandkids 
to entertain us with their freely 
given affection. Hey, that’s 
what it’s all about, and we feel 
free to return the favor.

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong res-
ident of Edgar County, an author 
and retired farmer. Email him at  
rogerstanley769@yahoo.com) 

phins, which communicate and 
navigate by sound.

How fisheries would sur-
vive was hard to fathom while 
slicks fouled estuaries where 
many fish spawn, but scientists 
haven't found any widespread 
species die-offs, said Chuck 
Wilson, chief science officer for 
GoMRI. 

"Fisheries in the marshes 
where the oil came on shore 
have continued to flourish. 
Recreational fishing continues 
to be productive and a very 
popular activity even in Bara-
taria Bay, Louisiana, where the 
highest oil impact was," he said.

It's a different story farther 
out and deeper down, where 
small fish feed top food and 
sport fish such as tuna or grou-
per, as well as whales. 

Murawski, now a professor 
at the University of South Flor-
ida and director of a GoMRI 
consortium, said small fish 
that live about 660 to 3,300 
feet (200 to 1,000 meters) 
deep seemed to be doing well 
a year after the spill, but then 
their numbers plummeted by 
60 to 80 percent, and haven't 
returned. Because they hadn't 
been surveyed before the spill, 
there's no way to say whether 
the drop was caused by the 
spill or 2011 was an exception-
al year and numbers are back to 
normal, he said. 

Laboratory research has 
found that oil damaged fish 
larvae's developing hearts and 
bones, MacDonald said. 

Future restoration projects 
include plans to get anglers 
to use equipment that would 
slowly lower reef fish they don't 
keep, rather than simply toss-
ing them back. Another proj-
ect aims to find the best escape 
hatches for bycatch hauled up 
in shrimp nets, and persuade 
shrimpers to use them.

REUSE
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Loneliness: The other pandemic
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

VATICAN CITY  — “An 
Easter of Solitude:” This is how 
Pope Francis, standing alone 
in an empty St. Peter’s Basilica, 
described what the holiest day 
of the year looked like for many 
Catholics as the coronavirus 
pandemic forced churches to 
close and their members to stay 
at home.

As the pope was speaking, 
Mariana Scavo, 32, ate leftovers 
from the fridge of her apart-
ment in Turin, in northern Italy, 
before collapsing on her couch 
to watch favorite scenes from 
the 1973 hit musical "Jesus 
Christ Superstar."

In the past, the young web 
designer has celebrated Easter 
by attending the Saturday eve-
ning vigil Mass with friends, 
then joining her family in the 
southern city of Bari for a feast 
with dozens of friends and fam-
ily.

“This Easter was particularly 
estranging,” she said by phone 
on April 16. “Up to this point, it 
has probably been the day that 

weighed on me the most.”
It has been about 40 days 

since the Italian government 
imposed safety measures 
throughout the peninsula, ask-
ing citizens to go out only for 
emergencies or to gather ba-
sic necessities, shutting down 
most shops other than grocery 
stores and pharmacies.

In the new life these orders 
have created, solitude has be-
come the sole, unexpected 
companion for those who live 
alone or who have contracted 
the virus and are suddenly liv-
ing in isolation. Young people 
far from home, the ill and se-
niors severed from society and 
fearful of contagion are com-
ing to terms with the tenuous 
distinction between loneliness 
and solitude.

“When it comes to experi-
encing solitude right now, it’s 
important to make a distinc-
tion between people who are in 
quarantine and are actually in 
ICUs and people who practice 
self-isolation and social distanc-
ing,” Thuy-vy Nguyen, an assis-
tant professor of psychology at 

Durham University in England, 
told Religion News Service in a 
phone interview.

Nguyen, who studies the 
psychology of being alone, has 
been monitoring how people 
have perceived solitude as the 
U.K. has urged citizens to stay 
at home to limit their exposure 
to others.

With a sample of 800 people 
between the ages of 35 and 80, 
Nguyen, working with Netta 
Weinstein at Reading Universi-
ty and other researchers, found 
that 80% of people in the coun-
try have opted for voluntary 
self-isolation.

She is currently working 
with colleagues in China to col-
lect data in Wuhan, where the 
first outbreak of COVID-19 
occurred, so they can compare 
the psychological experiences 
of those self-isolating in the U.S. 
and U.K.

Some groups are more vul-
nerable to feeling lonely, she 
explained, such as foreign stu-
dents or immigrants, who are 
prone to loneliness because of 
the nature of being away from 

home.
For others, such as those 

with pre-existing mental health 
conditions, extended time 
alone can be a trigger for de-
pression or anxiety. 

Nguyen has already iden-
tified a spike in anxiety as the 
current crisis, mostly about 
falling ill.

For some people this time 
in self-isolation at home can 
be an opportunity, even calm-
ing, Nguyen said. Some might 
actually benefit from and build 
upon the changes they've made 
during the global lockdown 
once the health measures are 
removed.

"I see this pandemic as an 
unique experience that perhaps 
may activate some new coping 
mechanism for some people," 
she said.

Scavo — who calls herself an 
introvert — said the quarantine 
has not been too hard on her 
but admitted mornings have 
been rough. It often takes her 
an hour to find the energy and 
motivation to get out of bed.

“There's a difference be-

tween choosing to be alone 
and being obligated,” she said. 
“I miss physical contact with 
people, especially with my 
girlfriend. But I also miss that 
spontaneity of even just a hug.”

Part of Scavo's coping mech-
anism, as Nguyen might call it, 
is prayer.

“I’m used to praying loudly 
and even getting mad at God,” 
she said. “It’s a good way to 
voice a thought.”

She describes herself as a 
fan of digital communication, 
which has allowed her to re-
main in contact with her parish, 
friends and family. Her church’s 
Zoom video calls and the pa-
pal tweets calling for solidarity 
have helped her feel more con-
nected to her faith.

Scavo, a convert to Catholi-
cism, found a loving commu-
nity in a parish in Bari that has 
accepted her as an LGBTQ 
person.

But since she came to Turin 
she has struggled to create a 
new home for herself. Well be-
fore the quarantine, she said, 
she learned to be alone. 

For Scavo, the essential rem-
edy to loneliness is routine. 
Waking up early, getting out of 
her pajamas, putting time aside 
for meals are just a few exam-
ples of how she makes sure her 
life is regimented and her men-
tal health is checked.

She also makes sure to reach 
out to others when her mood 
goes down or when she starts 
crying for no reason.

“There is nothing wrong 
with saying: 'I feel alone,'” she 
said, “just as there is nothing 
wrong with saying: 'I’m OK.'”

Some of the techniques Sca-
vo has adopted are reminiscent 
of those used by hermits and 
monks who have made social 
distancing a way of life.

“All those who are monks 
cannot function without order 
in their lives,” said the Rev. Ma-
rio Aguilar, a Benedictine her-
mit and professor of divinity at 
the University of St. Andrews.

Aguilar compared the her-
metic lifestyle to the army, im-
posing discipline and living by 
the day, so as not to get lost in 

See LONELINESS, Page 6B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Whitney Tilson and his wife, Susan, 
were out walking their dog early one 
Sunday morning when they noticed 
workers unloading trucks and stacks of 
blue tarps in the East Meadow of Cen-
tral Park, right outside their Fifth Avenue 
apartment building.

Later that afternoon, Tilson saw some 
white tents rising up out of the ground 
bearing an unfamiliar name: Samaritan’s 
Purse.

After learning the group was setting 
up a series of tents for a 68-bed field 
hospital to treat overflow coronavirus 
patients from Mount Sinai Hospital, Til-
son agreed to lend a hand.

In the course of the past four weeks, 
Tilson, who is not religious and had 
never heard of Franklin Graham, the 
conservative Christian leader of Samar-
itan’s Purse, has become one of the field 
hospital’s most dedicated volunteers and 
champions.

He’s befriended many of the staff, do-
nated shovels and sleds to help spread 
two tons of mulch across the muddy 
lawn in between the tents, and gifted 
thousands of dollars worth of bananas, 
apples, Starbucks Frappuccinos, soda, 
potato chips and other snacks to those 
looking after the sick.

“It’s an incredibly impressive organi-
zation,” said Tilson, 53, a retired hedge 
fund manager who writes an invest-
ment newsletter. “I have no doubt they 
are delivering world-class critical care 
to my fellow New Yorkers stricken with 

COVID-19. Every single person I’ve 
met has been a genuinely nice person 
and very competent and good at their 
job.”

New Yorkers haven’t quite known 
whether to embrace or rebuff the evan-
gelical humanitarian relief organization 
from North Carolina. As soon as it be-
came clear that New York City was be-
coming the epicenter of the pandemic, 
Samaritan’s Purse struck an agreement 
with the overstretched Mount Sinai 
Hospital to treat a surge of patients need-
ing immediate medical help.

But even before the field hospital 
accepted its first patient, old culture 

war issues, with no connection to the 
coronavirus, broke open. For one, New 
York’s mayor, its council speaker, even 
the state’s attorney general, were imme-
diately pressed to assure New Yorkers 
the field hospital would not discriminate 
against Muslims or LGBTQ people in 
offering care.

All contracted staff at the evangelical 
field hospital — nurses, doctors, 
pharmacists and lab technicians — must 
sign a statement of faith that includes a 
clause opposing same-sex marriage. The 
organization’s 11-point statement of 
faith declares, “we believe that marriage 

Samaritan’s Purse finds unlikely champion

Special to The Prairie Press

Volunteer Whitney Tilson pulls mulch through the Samaritan’s Purse field hospital in Central Park, March 31, 2020, in New 
York. Tilson had never heard of Samaritan’s Purse — a program outgrowth of Billy Graham Ministries — when the temporary 
hospital tents began going up in Central Park.

Special to The Prairie Press

Whitney Tilson poses with a carload of food donations to be taken to the Samari-
tan’s Purse hospital, April 1, 2020, in New York. Tilson had never heard of the min-
istry outreach of Billy Graham Ministries until they began setting up a temporary 
hospital in Central Park in New York City. Tilson has been a tireless worker for the 
hospital.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

ST. MARY OF THE 
WOODS, Ind. — Sister 
Joni Luna was happy with 
her new ministry at Miracle 
Place in Indianapolis.

She was assisting with an 
afterschool program with 
inner-city children. Work-
ing with children was famil-
iar to her. Since becoming a 
Sister of Providence of Saint 
Mary-of-the-Woods, Sister 
Joni had ministered at Saint 
Patrick Catholic School in 
Terre Haute and also di-
rected the Providence Teen 
Ministry program.

However, as Providence 
would have it, an opening 
for the new Vocations direc-
tor became available. Sister 
Joni was approached by sev-
eral sisters who wondered 
if her gifts and her person-
ality might be a good fit for 
this position. Sister Jenny 
Howard, general councilor 
for the New Membership 
Team, also invited Sister 
Joni to discern this possi-
bility as part of the search 
process.

And after two months of 
consideration, prayer and 
speaking with others, Sis-
ter Joni agreed to the next 
step in this discernment 
process of meeting with 
the interview committee. 
The interview commit-
tee's recommendation was 
then presented to the New 
Membership Team for their 
input, and the recommen-
dation was presented to the 
General Council for delib-
eration. At the Council's 
February meeting, Sister 
Joni was appointed Voca-
tion Director for the United 
States.

The Council believes that 
Sister Joni's outgoing per-
sonality, sensitivity to mul-
ticulturalism, connected-
ness with youth and young 
adults, commitment to the 
Congregation and to the 
future of religious life will 
serve her well as an effective 

“…until destruction (di-
saster in some translations) 
passes by. I will cry to God 
most High, to God who ac-
complishes (literally= brings 
to an end) all things for me. 
He will send from heaven 
and save me; He reproaches 
him who tramples upon me. 
Selah. God will send forth 
His lovingkindness and His 
truth.”   Ps. 57: 1b – 3a.  
NASB

 
All of us have learned 

the value of social distanc-
ing in order to mitigate the 

effects of 
infectious 
or highly 
trans-
mittable 
virus/dis-
ease. Keep 
a possible 
host from 
being a 
carrier.  

The in-
spiration 

for the above Psalm came 
from an experience after 
David and his followers 
had been social distancing 
for months that eventually 
became several years. King 
Saul sought after David, 
like a hound doggedly 
chasing a rabbit. 

David always stayed a 
few steps, a few places or a 
few days away and ahead 
of him. That was until 
inadvertently one night, 
at a very large cavern, 
David sought solitude and 
instead found himself run-
ning out of space, actually 
in the same location with 
the carrier. All should read 
Psalm 57 and the narrative 
recorded in I Samuel 24 
as well.

Out in the wilderness 
of Engedi, in a cave at the 
Rocks of the Wild Goats, 
David showed to everyone 
that he was not in fact a 
wild man. David never 
could have dreamed the 

Running 
out of 
social 
distance

JACK
HOFFMAN
PASTOR’S 
PERSPECTIVE

Sisters 
hire new 
Vocations 
Director
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vocation minister.
A Congregation's Vocations 

Director meets and talks with 
women who are discerning reli-
gious life and how God may be 
calling them to minister.

Sister Joni said before taking 
on the new ministry, she spoke 
with Sister Jenny in addition to 
Miracle Place Co-directors Sis-
ters Rita Ann Wade and Barba-
ra McClelland.

"I was awestruck by their 
devotion to community and 
mission," Sister Joni said of her 
conversation with Sisters Rita 
Ann and Barbara. "Sister Rita 
Ann said, 'Now you have to 
think about this Joni, the com-
munity is asking. You have to 
really think about this. It is part 
of our vow of obedience to an-
swer the call.'

"Sister Barbara and I shed 
some tears at the thought of my 
leaving Miracle Place and then 
she said, 'It is what the commu-
nity most needs right now. You 
have our blessing."'

Humbled by this new min-
istry, Sister Joni said replacing 
Sister Editha Ben will be a 
learning curve.

"Sister Editha is one of the 
best Vocation Directors in the 
country," Sister Joni said. "I am 
thankful she has agreed to stay 
on as my mentor. I am looking 
forward to learning all that she 
has to teach me about how to 
walk this sacred journey with 
women seeking God's call.

"This new ministry is differ-
ent in many ways," Sister Joni 
added. "For many years, I have 
been involved in hands-on 
ministry like teaching, coach-
ing, and working with kids 
and teens. Now, I am walking 
with women who are seeking 
and discerning if God is calling 
them to religious life with the 
Sisters of Providence."

Sister Editha ministered as 
the Vocations Director for the 

Congregation for eight years 
and is still part of the newly 
formed Vocation Ministry 
Team. She said Sister Joni fits 
the role's description of, "per-
sonal qualities and experience 
as a woman religious which en-
able her to represent the Con-
gregation's traditions, values, 
and charism, transmitting them 
in a contemporary situation."

"Sister Joni is very person-
able," Sister Editha said. "She 
makes one feel at home and 
very comfortable. She is reflec-
tive and prayerful. She brings 
out the best in a person she re-
lates with. She is also bilingual, 
and she has a gift to intercul-
tural living that surpasses the 
boundaries of age, color, educa-
tion, gender and religion.

"She has the skills in social 
media and uses other media 
opportunities, which further 
promote the image of the Sis-
ters of Providence."

"There are many ways for 
women to connect with us," 
she said. "We offer various 
ways to connect via phone call, 
email, text, our Congregation 
website SistersofProvidence.
org, Whats App, and Skype at 
spsmw-vocations.youcanbook.
me. We had to cancel our April 
Come and See retreat for dis-
cerning women and the once-a-
month vocation opportunities 
for women to connect with us, 
but I still have been in contact 
with women.

"The process of discernment 
is so sacred. There is no formu-
la. I am aware that we are deal-
ing with the Holy Spirit which 
is potentially calling a woman 
to explore religious life. I sim-
ply connect with the women 
and see how the spirit moves 
and directs the conversation. I 
simply do my best to listen and 
seek guidance from the Spirit. 
It is a delicate and humbling 
experience to walk in this sa-
cred space with these women 
in such a pivotal time in their 
lives."

SISTER JONI
FROM PAGE 5B

CHARITY
FROM PAGE 5B

is exclusively the union of one 
genetic male and one genetic 
female.”

That’s an anathema to many 
liberal New Yorkers who pride 
themselves on living in one 
of most gay-friendly cities in 
the world as well as one of the 
most culturally diverse.

Last week, activists with the 
Reclaim Pride Coalition held a 
protest just yards from the field 
hospital bearing signs saying, 
“help, not hate.”

Plans to turn the Cathedral 
of St. John the Divine into a 
field hospital were abruptly 
shelved, in part because the 
cathedral, the seat of the liberal 
Episcopal Church in New York 
City, did not want to partner 
with Samaritan’s Purse on the 
project.

The city’s Commission on 
Human Rights has demanded 
that Samaritan’s Purse explain 
in writing how it offers aid to 
ensure it does not violate the 
city’s nondiscrimination laws. 
Samaritan’s Purse, which has 
treated 153 patients since it 
opened April 1, says it does not 
discriminate in who it treats, 
and says it has never done so in 
its 50-year history.

In this time of growing po-
larization and identity politics, 
Tilson has stood his ground, 
even as it has cost him some 
friendships.

He and his wife, who is 
Jewish, have been members of 
Central Synagogue, one of the 
city’s oldest Jewish congrega-
tions, for 20 years — rearing 
their three daughters in the 
faith.

When his synagogue put a 
notice online that Tilson was 
collecting boots and socks for 
the medical teams and Blue-
tooth speakers for patients, 
some congregants were in-
censed.

“The values harbored by 
this group and its founder just 
completely fly in the face of 
what Central stands for,” one 
congregant told The Forward, 
an online Jewish publication.

But Tilson, who said his 
views about same-sex marriage 
(as well as his views on Mus-
lims and abortion) are polar 
opposite those of Graham, has 
continued to defend his volun-
teer work.

“I’m supporting a hospital 
that is saving people’s lives,” he 
said. “I’m not endorsing the 
ideology of the founder of the 
organization.”

In recent weeks, Tilson has 
offered the use of his address 
for any of the field hospital 

crew who would like to receive 
mail while they’re working at 
the hospital. He’s also made 
available four bicycles for their 
use and emailed them some 
trails they might like to use 
around the park.

Last week he took a call from 
Graham, who wanted to thank 
him for his volunteer efforts.

“He’s a great human being,” 
Graham said of Tilson. “He 
might disagree with me, and I 
might disagree with him, but 
that’s not going to stop us from 
working together to help peo-
ple.”

Graham even invited Tilson 
to come down to North Caro-
lina to tour the organization’s 
headquarters.

Tilson said he plans to take 
him up on the offer. He’s a busi-
nessman and he likes to study 
what he called high-perform-
ing organizations.

On Sunday, April 19, Tilson 
and two of his daughters took 

scenario that played out that 
night.  

He went into the inner 
recesses of a cave, spelunking 
for concealment, and because 
of a coincidence (I don’t 
think so) the pursuing King 
Saul decided to take his sleep 
in that same location just in-
side the opening. It was there 

PASTOR
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the resounding solitude of 
one’s own thoughts.

“The eating, studying and 
the praying need to be orga-
nized. Otherwise this quar-
antine will be a nightmare,” 
he said. “Order and discipline 
are very important in terms of 
how you are going to survive 
this.”

Prayer is another key, the 
hermit explained, suggesting 
the rosary as an easy roadmap 
even for the unexperienced 
with prayer.

Aguilar, who traveled to his 
native Chile in mid-March 
and is now unable to return to 
his isolated home in Scotland, 
spent Holy Week and the days 

leading up to Easter in sol-
itude, following along with 
Pope Francis’ Masses alone in 
his apartment.

“I found it very meaning-
ful,” he said. “Isolation means 
more time with God.”

But Aguilar has also found 
himself unexpectedly busy. As 
Easter approached, a top Vati-
can official reached out to him 
with a personal message from 
Pope Francis. “You are the 
face of God at the moment, 
keep people going,” the simple 
message said.

He now hears confession 
from distanced people by 
phone and attends to his 80 
students, while also answering 
the door to people looking for 
help and support. Some just 
want to talk. 

LONELINESS
FROM PAGE 5B

a break from New York City 
to hike up Breakneck Ridge, 
a mountain along the Hud-
son River. A fitness buff, he 
said his goal this year is to 
rope climb to the nose of El 
Capitan, a 3,000-foot rock 
formation in Yosemite Na-
tional Park.

Tilson said he has tried 
to teach his daughters, aged 
23, 21 and 17, how to keep 
active and fit, but even more 
to do good in the world.

The coronavirus pan-
demic, which has killed 
more than 10,000 people in 
the city alone (about 20,000 
have died in the Tri-State re-
gion of New York, New Jer-
sey and Connecticut), has 
moved him deeply.

In a video he posted to 
YouTube explaining his 
unflagging support for the 
field hospital, he chokes up 
talking about the toll the vi-
rus has taken on his fellow 
New Yorkers.

On Sunday, just before 
heading to Costco to fill up 
his Volvo hatchback with 
more snacks for the medical 
workers — this was his fifth 
trip — he reiterated why he 
thinks New Yorkers ought 
to be grateful to Samaritan’s 
Purse, given the selfless 
work they are doing to help 
save lives.

“Their primary mission 
in life is not to go out and 
have hatred toward gays,” he 
said. “They believe what the 
Bible says, that homosexu-
ality is a sin — yes. But it is 
not what drives them. What 
drives them is, ‘How can I 
do God’s work by healing 
people and saving lives?’”

Special to The Prairie Press

Whitney Tilson takes a selfie with his daughters while they vol-
unteer at the Samaritan’s Purse field hospital in Central Park, 
March 30, 2020, in New York City.

that David in the night spared 
Saul’s life. 

In the morning as King 
Saul led his 3,000 troops 
that had bivouacked around 
that cave away, David openly 
revealed how he had spared 
Saul with the proof of a piece 
of Saul’s robe in his hand. So 
David, whose conscience had 
stopped him from killing Saul, 
but had tormented him for al-
most putting his hand on the 
Lord’s anointed, was spared 
by a broken-hearted despot 
who realized  and confessed 
of David’s superior walk of 

faith and loyalty and also of 
David’s right to the throne.

Here is the concept David 
wanted his hearers to muse. 
Even if trapped in a cave, hav-
ing to wait out a pursuer, one 
is safe in the shadow of God’s 
wings. When we run out 
of space to social distance, 
we haven’t run out of God’s 
protection. In fact, we will see 
the dawn again.   

It was during David’s 
spelunking that he saw the 
sovereignty of Elyon so clear-
ly. When the Supreme Deity 
is in charge, when the Most 

High God travels with us 
as we attempt to stay clear 
of disaster, the cave which 
could have become a tomb 
becomes a sanctuary of 
hope and praise.    

Let’s wrap our minds 
around that today because 
God is with each of us.

(Pastor Jack D. Hoff-
man is the senior pastor 
at Cornerstone Baptist 
Church in Paris. Email him 
at jillandjack1971@gmail.
com. Pastor’s Perspective is 
provided by the Paris Minis-
terial Fellowship.)
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TO PLACE AN AD:

217-921-3216
bookkeeper@prairiepress.net

2x3
Callie 
Baber

Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Affordable House Leveling
Foundation & Crawl Space
Basements
Insured
References
217-690-7882

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Spring/Summer Sale. Insured, 
Free estimates.
Firewood for sale; $55.00 truck 
load delivered
217-251-1800

Spring Yard Cleanup
Painting and Power Washing
FREE ESTIMATES
Call Gary 217-264-6444

Hauling: Will haul just about 
anything you don’t want. Also 
wanting Lawn equipment, 
Fencing, and livestock trailer 
bumper hitch. Call 217-218-8801

Brad McElheny Construction 
LLC
Kitchens, Baths, Additions, Decks
All types New Construction, 
Remodel & Renovations. Top 
Quality Work in a Timely Manner 
since 1993.
Call 765-592-0955 or 
765-548-1212

You Need the Following Done?
Mowing, clean gutters (up to 18 
ft), yard cleanup (leaves & brush), 
trim bushes. Call/text Sean at 
217-822-9318, leave name and 
number. Free Estimates.

Effingham Equity in Marshall is 
accepting applications for 
seasonal help for spring 2020 
planting season: 
• Seasonal Facility Labor
• Drivers with Class A CDL or 
individuals willing to obtain Class 
A CDL (If interested in obtaining 
CDL, please apply ASAP)
(If Interested in obtaining CDL, 
please apply ASAP) 
Retirees are encouraged to apply. 
To apply, please contact Marshall 
Equity at (217) 826-6331

CUSTOM APPLICATOR
Requirements: possess a CDL 
class A license; apply fertilizer 
and ag products through custom 
application equipment; blending, 
mixing, delivering loading and 
unloading of ag products; 
scout field for weed and insect 
problems; take soil samples; 
other duties as assigned.
For more information or to apply 
go to www.threeequity.com/
careers for application form or 
call Marshall Equity Office at 
217-826-6331

We are hiring full time/ part 
time help at the Alpaca farm in 
Marshall, IL. Prior work with the 
animal is a plus. Call 217-826-
3100 for an application.

Triple H is hiring for a full time 
secretary.
Job qualifications for secretary 
include but limited to :
Basic computer skills
Ability to follow directions
Experience with Excel and 
Quickbooks, (preferred buy 
necessary)
If Interested Fill out An 
Application at:
Triple H Grain Systems
321 Ashmore Rd Oakland
Questions call 217-346-2155

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Affordable Senior Housing in 
Paris, IL. Rent based on income. 
One bedroom with washer/dryer, 

pet friendly. One month free rent. 
(309) 673-2252

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

Very nice 2 bdrm apartment 
on East Lake for rent. Includes 
washer, dryer and dishwasher. 
Water, sewer and trash paid.  
$650 month plus deposit. Call 
217-466-8210

For Rent- 2 bedroom, 1 bath, end 
unit, eat in kitchen, appliances 
furnished, off street parking, trash 
included. $510 a month $510 
deposit 1 year lease. No smoking 
no pets. Call 217-264-2850

*** THE BOAT DOCK ***
 We Buy & Consign Used Boats! 
Springfield, Illinois 217-771-4054 
www.theboatdock.com

*** Colman’s RV ***  
We buy/consign used Campers 
& RV’s! 217-583-4023 www.
colmansrv.com

WANTED TO BUY
Freon Wanted: We pay CA$H for 
cylinders and cans. R12 R500 R11 
R113 R114. Convenient. Certified 
Professionals. Call 312-598-1758 
or visit RefrigerantFinders.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, PARIS, 
ILLINOIS, IN PROBATE

    In the matter of the Estate of 
      VIRGIL O. FOX, JR., deceased 

No. 2020-P-5

NOTICE TO CAROLYN PETTET – 
WILL ADMITTED/INDEPENDENT 

ADMINISTRATION

NOTICE IS GIVEN TO CAROLYN 
PETTET, whose name was 
incorrectly spelled “PETITT” 
in the documents filed in the 
above-referenced matter, who is 
the niece of the decedent, and 
whose address is unknown, that 
a Petition for Probate of Will and 
For Letters of Office, filed herein 
on February 5, 2020, that shows 
CAROLYN PETTET as an heir and 
legatee of the decedent; however, 
the statutory notices required to 
be sent to her, which were mailed 
to her last known address, were 
returned as undeliverable.  An 
Order Admitting Will to Probate 
was entered by the Court on 
February 10, 2020, admitting 
the decedent’s Will, dated July 7, 
2006, to probate and appointing 
GERALD L. FOX as Independent 
Executor of his Estate.  As an 
heir and legatee of the decedent 
whose address is unknown, you 
are entitled to receive notice of 
the filing of said Petition and the 
entry of said Order.  
           You are named in the Petition 
as an heir, devisee, or legatee of 
the decedent. 
Within 42 days after the date of 
the Order of Admitting the Will to 
Probate, you may file a petition 
with the court to require proof of 
the Will either by testimony of the 
witnesses to the Will in open court 
or other evidence, as provided in 
Section 6-21 of the Probate Act of 
1975 (755 ILCS 5/6-21).
 E-filing is now manda-
tory for documents in civil cases 
with limited exemptions.  To e-file, 
you must first create an account 
with an e-filing service provider.  
Visit http://efile.illinoiscourts.
gov/service-providers.htm to 
learn more and to select a service 
provider.  If you need additional 
help or have trouble e-filing, visit 
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/
FAQ/gethelp.asp, or talk with your 
local circuit clerk’s office.
You also have the right under 
Section 8-1 of the Probate Act of 
1975 (755 ILCS 5/8-1) to contest 
the validity of the Will by filing a 
petition with the court within 6 
months after the date of the Order 
Admitting Will to Probate.
You also have the right under 

Section 28-4 of the Probate 
Act (755 ILCS 5/8-4) to require 
Supervised Administration 
of this Estate.  The enclosed 
Notice of Rights of Interested 
Persons During Independent 
Administration explains this right.
The estate will be administered 
without Court supervision unless 
any interested person terminates 
independent administration at 
any time by mailing or delivering a 
petition to terminate to the Clerk 
of the Court.  If the Petitioner is a 
creditor, or non-residuary legatee, 
independent administration will 
be terminated only if the Court 
finds that termination is necessary 
to protect the Petitioner’s interest.  
You may obtain a copy of the 
form of the Petition to Terminate 
Independent Administration from 
the Circuit Clerk at the address 
appearing below or by contacting 
the attorney for the Independent 
Executor at the address listed 
below.
In addition to the right to 
terminate independent admin-
istration, any interested person 
may petition the court to hold a 
hearing and resolve any particular 
question that may arise during 
independent administration, even 
though supervised administration 
has not been requested (755 
ILCS 5/28-5).  The independent 
representative must mail a copy 
of the estate inventory and final 
account to each interested person 
and must send notice to or obtain 
the approval of each interested 
person before the estate can be 
closed (755 ILCS 5/28-6 and 
5/28-11).  Any interested person 
has the right to question or object 
to any item included in or admitted 
from an inventory or account or to 
insist on a full court accounting 
of all receipts and disbursements 
with prior notice as required in 
supervised administration (755 
ILCS 5/28-11).

GERALD L. FOX,
Independent Executor of the 
Estateof VIRGIL O. FOX, JR., 
deceased

Jones & Griffin Law Offices, 
P.C.  
Drew P. Griffin, Attorney for 
Independent Executor
110 E. Washington Street 
P. O. Box 8
Paris, Illinois 61944
E-mail: drew@jonesgriffinlaw.
com
Phone: (217) 465-7525 
Fax: (217) 466-2230

Edgar County Circuit Clerk
115 W. Court Street #M
Paris, Illinois 61944
Phone: (217) 466-7447

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of Proposed Tariff Changes
Electric Service Schedule Ill. C. 

C. No. 1 

To the Electric Patrons of 
Ameren Illinois Company 

d/b/a Ameren Illinois:
Ameren Illinois (or Company) 
hereby gives notice to the 
public that on March 31, 
2020, it filed with the Illinois 
Commerce Commission 
evidence (direct testimony) 
regarding the reconciliation 
of revenues collected from 
its electric customers under 
the Company’s Electric 
Environmental Adjustment 
(Rider EEA), with costs 
incurred in connection with 
certain environmental remedi-
ation activities associated with 
its manufactured gas plant 
sites in Illinois from January 
1, 2019 through December 31, 
2019.  Rider EEA is applicable 
to Rate Zones I and III only 
(formerly the AmerenCIPS 
and AmerenIP services 
territories, respectively).  This 
reconciliation may result in 
changes to the Company’s 
rates and charges with respect 
to electric delivery services 
throughout the Company’s 
territories in Illinois.  The 
changes in rates and charges 
will take effect after hearings 
and after the Commission 
issues its final Order.
The Commission docketed the 
filings as Docket No. 20-0125 
(RZ I) and 20-0127 (RZ III). 
A copy of the evidence may 
be inspected at the Ameren 
Illinois offices located at 300 
Liberty Street, Peoria, Illinois 
or online at www.icc.illinois.
gov/e-docket/.
All parties interested in this 
matter may obtain information 
with respect thereto either 
directly from Ameren Illinois 
or by addressing the Chief 
Clerk of the Illinois Commerce 
Commission, 527 East Capitol 
Avenue, Springfield, Illinois 
62706.

AMEREN ILLINOIS COMPANY
d/b/a Ameren Illinois

By: Richard J. Mark, President

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of Proposed Tariff 
Changes

Gas Service Schedule Ill. C. C. 

No. 2 

To the Gas Patrons of 
Ameren Illinois Company d/b/a 

Ameren Illinois:
Ameren Illinois (or Company) 
hereby gives notice to the public 
that on March 31, 2020, it filed 
with the Illinois Commerce 
Commission evidence (direct 
testimony) regarding the recon-
ciliation of revenues collected 
from its gas customers under 
the Company’s Rider TAR and 
Gas Environmental Adjustment 
(Rider GEA), with costs incurred 
in connection with certain 
environmental remediation 
activities associated with its 
manufactured gas plant sites 
in Illinois from January 1, 2019 
through December 31, 2019.  Rider 
TAR is applicable to Rate Zone 
II (formerly the AmerenCILCO 
service territory) and Rider GEA 
is applicable to Rate Zones I and 
III (formerly the AmerenCIPS and 
AmerenIP services territories, 
respectively).  This reconciliation 
may result in changes to the 
Company’s rates and charges 
with respect to gas delivery 
service charges throughout the 
Company’s territories in Illinois.  
The changes in rates and charges 
will take effect after hearings and 
after the Commission issues its 
final Order.
The Commission docketed the 
filing as Docket No. 20-0126. 
A copy of the evidence may be 
inspected at the Ameren Illinois 
offices located at 300 Liberty 
Street, Peoria, Illinois or online at 
www.icc.illinois.gov/e-docket/.
All parties interested in this matter 
may obtain information with re-
spect thereto either directly from 
Ameren Illinois or by addressing 
the Chief Clerk of the Illinois 
Commerce Commission, 527 
East Capitol Avenue, Springfield, 
Illinois 62706.

AMEREN ILLINOIS COMPANY
d/b/a Ameren Illinois

By: Richard J. Mark, President

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
EDGAR COUNTY, PARIS, 

ILLINOIS

In Re:  The Petition Of
Leonard Eugene Waller, 

To Change Name On Birth 
Certificate

No. 2020-MR-35

NOTICE OF PETITION TO CHANGE 
NAME ON BIRTH CERTIFICATE

STATE OF ILLINOIS
COUNTY OF EDGAR                                                 

Notice is hereby given that, on 
May 26, 2020 at 10:00 a.m., a 
hearing on a Petition will be heard, 
pursuant 735 ILCS 5/21-101, in the 
Circuit Court of the Fifth Judicial 
Circuit, Paris, Edgar County, 
Illinois, praying for a correction/
change of name on the birth 
certificate of LEONARD EUGENE 
WALLER, to show his name to 
be LEONARD EUGENE WALLER, 
instead of EUGENE LEONARD 
WALLER.

By:  Leonard Eugene Waller

E. Robert Anderson
Anderson Law Offices
1204 North Main Street
P.O. Box 10
Paris, Illinois 61944-0010
(217) 465-3535
alo@robandersonlaw.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of Proposed Tariff Changes
Gas Service Schedule Ill. C. C. 

No. 2 

To the Gas Patrons of 
Ameren Illinois Company d/b/a 

Ameren Illinois:
Ameren Illinois (or Company) 
hereby gives notice to the public 
that on April 15, 2020, it filed 
with the Illinois Commerce 
Commission (ICC or Commission) 
evidence (direct testimony) 
regarding the reconciliation 
of revenues and costs under 

the Company’s Purchased Gas 
Adjustment (PGA) Rider with 
costs incurred in connection with 
the cost of gas from January 1, 
2019 through December 31, 2019.  
The evidence is applicable to Rate 
Zone I (formerly the AmerenCIPS 
service territory), Rate Zone 
II (formerly the AmerenCILCO 
service territory) and Rate Zone 
III (formerly the AmerenIP service 
territory); and may result in 
changes in its rates and charges 
with respect to gas delivery ser-
vices throughout the Company’s 
gas service territory in Illinois.  
The changes in rates and charges 
will take effect after hearings and 
after the Commission issues its 
final Order.
The Commission docketed the 
filing as Docket No. 19-1037. A 
copy of the evidence may be 
inspected at the Ameren Illinois 
offices located at 300 Liberty 
Street, Peoria, Illinois or online at 
www.icc.illinois.gov/e-docket/.
All parties interested in this matter 
may obtain information with re-
spect thereto either directly from 
Ameren Illinois or by addressing 
the Chief Clerk of the Illinois 
Commerce Commission, 527 
East Capitol Avenue, Springfield, 
Illinois 62706.

AMEREN ILLINOIS COMPANY
d/b/a Ameren Illinois

By: Richard J. Mark, President & 
CEO

Storage Express will hold public 
auctions ending on May 14, 2020 
to satisfy liens held on delinquent 
accounts located at the below 
properties and ending at the 
assigned times.  The auction is an 
online auction conducted at www.
storagetreasures.com.

610 E Jasper St, Paris, IL @ 
12:00 PM CST: Bryan Inman 
(309-048); Amanda Jensen 
(309-087).

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”

Always taking 
consignments! 

Give us a call!

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of Proposed Tariff Changes
Electric Service Schedule Ill. C. C. No. 1 

To the Electric Patrons of 
Ameren Illinois Company d/b/a Ameren Illinois:

Ameren Illinois (or the Company) hereby gives notice to the public that on April 14, 2020, 
it filed with the Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC or Commission) proposed changes in 
its rates and charges for electric delivery services throughout its territory in Illinois pursu-
ant to its Rider MAP-P, performance-based formula rate tariff, and updated its calculation 
of rates and charges per the formula rate tariff.  The changes are applicable to Ameren 
Illinois Rate Zones I, II and III, as more fully described below. The changes in rate schedule 
are proposed to take effect with the January 2021 billing period - after the Commission 
issues its final Order.  The Commission has up to 240 days to complete this proceeding 
and issue its final Order.
This filing conforms to Illinois Public Acts 097-0616, 097-0646 and 098-0015 (the “Law”).  
These Public Acts also require the Company to spend $625 million in electric system mod-
ernization investments over a 10-year period. This modernization will benefit customers 
and create 450 new jobs during the peak program year.  In addition, the Law requires the 
Company to meet various performance metrics intended to increase reliability, reduce 
outage durations and provide improved service to customers, or be subject to financial 
penalties.  
The proposed updated formula rate revenue requirement results in an overall annual de-
crease of $45.25 million from the electric revenue requirement last ordered by the ICC in 
Docket No. 19-0436. Proposed rates in this proceeding will reflect rate design changes, 
including rate uniformity among the same Rate Classes in different Rate Zones, with two 
exceptions. The Pole Charge for DS-5 lighting customers in Rate Zone III and Meter Reas-
signment Charge for certain DS-3 and DS-4 customers in Rate Zone I will remain indepen-
dent by Rate Zone.
For the DS-1 Residential Delivery Service classification, the proposed decrease in electric 
delivery service and electric distribution tax (EDT) cost recovery revenue is 1.9 percent.  
The rates for delivery service and EDT cost recovery constitute only a portion of the total 
bill of a customer currently taking bundled electric service from Ameren Illinois or taking 
supply service from a third-party supplier. The following compares the Company’s pro-
posal to the bundled bill (delivery service charges that are in effect today and purchased 
power charges effective through May 2020) for residential customers: 
1) For a residential customer using 5,000 kWh annually (or average of 417 kWh monthly), 
the effect of the delivery service bill changes being proposed by the Company produces an 
average monthly decrease of $1.73.
2) For a residential customer using 10,000 kWh annually (or average of 833 kWh monthly), 
the effect of the delivery service bill changes being proposed by the Company produce an 
average monthly decrease of  $0.83.
3) For a residential customer using 18,000 kWh per year (or average of 1,500 kWh month-
ly), the effect of the delivery service bill changes being proposed by the Company produce 
an average monthly increase of $0.03. 
For non-residential customers, the proposed changes in electric delivery service and EDT 
cost recovery revenue are as follows:
• For DS-2, Small General Delivery Service, -6.6 percent decrease;
• For DS-2 (Optional Charges), Small General Delivery Service, -3.5 percent de- 
                  crease; 
• For DS-3, General Delivery Service, -3.9 percent decrease;
• For DS-4, Large General Delivery Service, -7.3 percent decrease;
• For DS-5, Lighting Service, 6.1 percent increase; and
• For DS-6, Temperature Sensitive Delivery Service, 10.0 percent increase.

The Commission has docketed the matter as 20-0381. A copy of the proposed change in 
schedule may be inspected at the Ameren Illinois offices at 300 Liberty Street, Peoria, 
Illinois or online at www.icc.illinois.gov/e-docket/.
Customers should be advised that the Commission may alter or otherwise amend the 
rates or conditions of service after hearings are held pursuant to 83 Ill. Adm. Code Part 
200, and may increase or decrease individual rates in amounts other than those requested 
by Ameren Illinois
All parties interested in this matter may obtain information with respect thereto either 
directly from Ameren Illinois or by addressing the Chief Clerk of the Illinois Commerce 
Commission, 527 East Capitol Avenue, Springfield, Illinois 62706.

AMEREN ILLINOIS COMPANY
d/b/a Ameren Illinois

By: Richard J. Mark, President & CEO
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No. 1 
To the Electric Patrons of 

Ameren Illinois Company d/b/a 
Ameren Illinois:

Ameren Illinois (or the Company) 
hereby gives notice to the public 
that on April 14, 2020, it filed 
with the Illinois Commerce 
Commission (ICC or Commission) 
proposed changes in its rates 
and charges for electric delivery 
services throughout its territory 
in Illinois pursuant to its Rider 
MAP-P, performance-based 
formula rate tariff, and updated its 
calculation of rates and charges 
per the formula rate tariff.  The 
changes are applicable to Ameren 
Illinois Rate Zones I, II and III, as 
more fully described below. The 
changes in rate schedule are 
proposed to take effect with the 
January 2021 billing period - after 
the Commission issues its final 
Order.  The Commission has up 
to 240 days to complete this pro-
ceeding and issue its final Order.

This filing conforms to Illinois 
Public Acts 097-0616, 097-0646 
and 098-0015 (the “Law”).  These 
Public Acts also require the 
Company to spend $625 million 
in electric system modernization 
investments over a 10-year period. 
This modernization will benefit 
customers and create 450 new 
jobs during the peak program 
year.  In addition, the Law requires 
the Company to meet various 
performance metrics intended to 
increase reliability, reduce outage 
durations and provide improved 
service to customers, or be sub-
ject to financial penalties.  

The proposed updated formula 
rate revenue requirement results 
in an overall annual decrease of 
$45.25 million from the electric 
revenue requirement last ordered 
by the ICC in Docket No. 19-0436. 
Proposed rates in this proceeding 
will reflect rate design changes, 
including rate uniformity among 
the same Rate Classes in different 
Rate Zones, with two exceptions. 
The Pole Charge for DS-5 lighting 
customers in Rate Zone III and 
Meter Reassignment Charge for 
certain DS-3 and DS-4 customers 
in Rate Zone I will remain indepen-
dent by Rate Zone.

For the DS-1 Residential Delivery 
Service classification, the pro-
posed decrease in electric delivery 
service and electric distribution 
tax (EDT) cost recovery revenue is 
1.9 percent.  

The rates for delivery service 
and EDT cost recovery constitute 
only a portion of the total bill 
of a customer currently taking 
bundled electric service from 
Ameren Illinois or taking supply 
service from a third-party 
supplier. The following compares 
the Company’s proposal to the 
bundled bill (delivery service 
charges that are in effect today 
and purchased power charges 
effective through May 2020) for 

residential customers: 

1) For a residential customer using 
5,000 kWh annually (or average 
of 417 kWh monthly), the effect of 
the delivery service bill changes 
being proposed by the Company 
produces an average monthly 
decrease of $1.73.
2) For a residential customer 
using 10,000 kWh annually (or 
average of 833 kWh monthly), 
the effect of the delivery service 
bill changes being proposed by 
the Company produce an average 
monthly decrease of  $0.83.
3) For a residential customer 
using 18,000 kWh per year (or 
average of 1,500 kWh monthly), 
the effect of the delivery service 
bill changes being proposed by 
the Company produce an average 
monthly increase of $0.03. 
For non-residential customers, 
the proposed changes in electric 
delivery service and EDT cost 
recovery revenue are as follows:
For DS-2, Small General Delivery 
Service, -6.6 percent decrease;
For DS-2 (Optional Charges), 
Small General Delivery Service, 
-3.5 percent decrease; 
For DS-3, General Delivery Service, 
-3.9 percent decrease;
For DS-4, Large General Delivery 
Service, -7.3 percent decrease;
For DS-5, Lighting Service, 6.1 
percent increase; and
For DS-6, Temperature Sensitive 
Delivery Service, 10.0 percent 
increase.

The Commission has docketed 
the matter as 20-0381. A copy of 
the proposed change in schedule 
may be inspected at the Ameren 
Illinois offices at 300 Liberty 
Street, Peoria, Illinois or online at 
www.icc.illinois.gov/e-docket/.

Customers should be advised 
that the Commission may alter 
or otherwise amend the rates 
or conditions of service after 
hearings are held pursuant to 83 
Ill. Adm. Code Part 200, and may 
increase or decrease individual 
rates in amounts other than those 
requested by Ameren Illinois

All parties interested in this matter 
may obtain information with re-
spect thereto either directly from 
Ameren Illinois or by addressing 
the Chief Clerk of the Illinois 
Commerce Commission, 527 
East Capitol Avenue, Springfield, 
Illinois 62706.
AMEREN ILLINOIS COMPANY
d/b/a Ameren Illinois
By: Richard J. Mark, President & 
CEO

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS
 EDGAR COUNTY          PARIS, 

ILLINOIS

IN RE THE MARRIAGE OF 
JILL MALIA MARTINEZ,  
Petitioner,   
and   
LEOBARDO MARTINEZ 

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a request, signed 
by at least one-third (1/3) of the Members of the 
Edgar County Board for a SPECIAL MEETING to 
be held on April 27, 2020 at 10:00 a.m., at The 
Edgar County Courthouse,115 W. Court St., Paris, 
IL has been filed in the County Clerk's Office, for 
the purpose of:  

1.  Adopt Ordinance to Implement Public Safety 
Sales Tax

Given under my hand and seal this 23nd  day of 
April, 2020 

(Seal)

ANNUAL TREASURER'S REPORT
SHILOH  TOWNSHIP & ROAD DISTRICT

                                              FISCAL YEAR ENDING MARCH 31, 2020     

TOWNSHIP --- REVENUE SUMMARY: 
Property Taxes – 64,974.00; Replacement Tax – 1969.96;  Interest –503.23 ;  Dividend – 405.00;   Misc. - 654.69
TOTAL REVENUES: $68,506.88

TOWNSHIP --- COMPENSATION SUMMARY:
Range: Under $25,000.00 ; Randy Grafton;  Kevin Julian; Dave Smith; 
Hugh Jones; John Saddoris; Kendra Saddoris; Michael Christenberry
TOTAL COMPENSATION: $39,471.79

TOWNSHIP --- EXPENDITURE SUMMARY: 
TOIRMA – 2714.00;  Mike Steeples-7200.00; Northern Edgar County Ambulance – 2820.26; Sturdi-Built – 13,610.00; All other dis-
bursements less than ($2500) – 6728.04
TOTAL VENDORS: $33,072.30

ROAD DISTRICT --- REVENUE SUMMARY
Property Taxes – 79,590.60; Replacement Tax – 5730.11; Interest Income –4302.34; Dividend – 860.00; Truck Sale – 25,000.00; Road 
Damage – 1344.00
TOTAL REVENUES: $116,825.05

ROAD DISTRICT --- COMPENSATION SUMMARY
Range: Under $25,000.00:  Mike Steeples
TOTAL COMPENSATION: $15,856.97

ROAD DISTRICT --- EXPENDITURE SUMMARY
TOIRMA – 5766.00;  Illini FS Inc. – 11,137.36; ALCO Overhead Door – 2929.00;  
NKP Diesel – 3111.09; Mack Truck – 62,900.00; All other disbursements less than ($2500) – $13, 602.54    
TOTAL VENDORS: $99,445.99

MARTINEZ,
Respondent.  

No. 2020 -D- 20

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION

Notice is hereby given to 
LEOBARDO MARTINEZ 
MARTINEZ, that a Petition for 
Dissolution of Marriage has been 

filed in the above entitled cause.

LEOBARDO MARTINEZ 
MARTINEZ is hereby served 
by Publication of this Notice.  
Unless LEOBARDO MARTINEZ 
MARTINEZ files an answer to 
the Petition in this cause or 
otherwise make an appearance 
in this case on or before May 25, 

2020, a default judgment may 
be entered against LEOBARDO 
MARTINEZ MARTINEZ at any 
time after that day in accordance 
with the remedies requested in 
the Petition for Dissolution of 
Marriage.

Angela R. Barrett
    

      Circuit Clerk

FRUIN & KASH
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.)
129 North Central Avenue
Paris, IL 61944-1704
Telephone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-466-1213
Email:  service@fgklaw.net 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TRAILERS RENTED 
Illinois has rented a fleet of 

refrigerated semi-truck trailers 
to store the bodies of deceased 
COVID-19 patients in case 
morgues become filled to ca-
pacity, according to a spokes-
person for the Illinois Emer-
gency Management Agency.

The more than 20 trailers 
made available by the state 
thus far are part of the state’s 
response to expand mortuary 
capacity,”IEMA spokesperson 
Rebecca Clark said in an email.

“These structures are being 
retrofitted for medical examin-
ers throughout the state should 
a need arise,” she said Thurs-
day, April 23

Clark said 12 counties – 
Bureau, Champaign, Hamil-
ton, Kane, Kankakee, LaSalle, 
Lee, Piatt, Wayne, Whiteside, 
Will and Williamson – have 
requested trailers be pre-po-
sitioned in the event there is a 
need.

“Pre-positioning resourc-
es is a common practice in 
emergency management to 
ensure an entity is prepared to 
respond to a potential need,” 
she added.

The state rented at least 10 
trailers from Cooling Concepts 

LLC, located in Belleville, ac-
cording to a Tuesday, April 
21, invoice published on the 
comptroller’s office’s running 
total of state COVID-19-relat-
ed expenditures. The invoice 
of $29,137.02 is for the rental 
of 10 refrigerator trailers for 
COVID-19 response.

UNEMPLOYMENT CLAIMS 
The Illinois Department 

of Employment Security said 
Thursday, April 23, that 4.4 
million Americans filed first-
time unemployment claims 
during the week that ended 
April 18, including 102,936 
workers in Illinois.

According to the U.S. De-
partment of Labor, 520,227 
workers in Illinois, or 8.2% of 
the state’s civilian labor force, 
drew unemployment benefits 
during the week.

That news came during the 
fifth week of a statewide stay-
at-home order that Gov. JB 
Pritzker issued to control the 
spread of COVID-19, an order 
that forced nonessential busi-
nesses such as bars, restaurants 
and many retail outlets to close.

NEW TESTING
Gov. JB Pritzker on Wednes-

day, April 22, announced two 
new state-run, drive-through 

testing sites in northern Illi-
nois, where people can drive 
up to a medical professional, 
get swabbed for the disease 
and drive away.

The new sites are at the Chi-
cago Premium Outlets shop-
ping mall in Aurora and the 
University of Illinois College of 
Medicine campus in Rockford. 
The Aurora site, which opened 
Wednesday, can perform 600 
tests a day, while the Rockford 
site, which opens Friday, can 
test 500 a day, Pritzker said.

Along with the three 
drive-thru facilities already 
open in Markham, Harwood 
Heights and Bloomington, 
Pritzker expects the five com-
bined sites to perform as many 
as 2,900 tests a day.

“More widespread testing 
is a key goal for combating 
COVID-19,” Pritzker said. “It's 
a vital feature of our long-term 
path to building a new normal.”

Drive-through testing 
is open to any person with 
COVID-19 symptoms who 
wants a test, even if he or she 
does not have a doctor’s order. 
Although testing is free, people 
are asked to show photo iden-
tification. They should also ex-
pect significant wait times.

Along with drive-through 
sites, testing is available at 

many hospitals, health clinics, 
urgent care facilities and feder-
ally qualified health centers. A 
full list can be found at https://
coronavirus.illinois.gov/s/
testing-sites.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Top leaders of the Illinois 

House and Senate say there 
is still no timetable for calling 
lawmakers back into session, 
but they have launched a pro-
cess for narrowing down the 
topics they’ll need to address 
whenever they do return.

In recent weeks, both the 
House and Senate have formed 
what they are calling working 
groups that are focusing pri-
marily on how to resume state 
services and reboot the state’s 
economy once the COVID-19 
pandemic subsides.

The House has organized 14 
such working groups, focusing 
on policy areas such as access 
to health care, economic recov-
ery, child welfare, food acces-
sibility, education and mental 
health and addiction.

In the Senate, there are 17 
working groups focusing on 
many of the same topics as well 
as the state budget, executive 
orders, gaming, regulatory re-
lief and unemployment insur-
ance.

Officials have been careful, 
though, to stress the working 
groups are not legislative com-
mittees and they are not autho-
rized to draft legislation, hear 
testimony or take votes.

“These are far more infor-
mal,” Rep. Michael Zalewski, 
a Riverside Democrat and co-
chair of the House economic 
recovery working group, said 
this week. “I think they're sim-
ply ways for us to congregate 
and hear each other out and 
compare notes and ideas about 
what we're going to face in the 
near future, when we do return 
to normal regular order.”

COURT TELEHEARINGS
Illinois’ highest court will 

hear its May session’s oral ar-
guments through videoconfer-
ence.

The decision, made to fol-
low social distancing and stay-
at-home orders in response 
to the novel coronavirus pan-
demic, marks the first time 
such technology has ever been 
embraced by the seven justices.

The state joins 26 others in 
using the technology. Accord-
ing to the National Center for 
State Courts, seven states use 
teleconference to conduct 
their business.

The rules of decorum, which 

govern all court cases, will be 
followed, a Supreme Court 
spokesperson said.

Attorneys must dress profes-
sionally, as they would if pre-
senting their case at the phys-
ical court. Justices will wear 
their robes and use a virtual 
background resembling the 
high court’s bench.

The justices are scheduled 
to hear 11 cases this session 
— four on May 12, four on 
May 13 and three on May 14. 
Members of the high court and 
the attorneys will use Zoom to 
conduct oral arguments and 
members of the public can 
watch on the Supreme Court’s 
YouTube page.

WORKERS' COMPENSATION
Business groups are chal-

lenging a decision by a com-
mission that makes workers’ 
compensation benefits avail-
able to essential workers who 
contract COVID-19 without 
having to prove the illness was 
contracted at the workplace.

The Illinois Manufacturers’ 
Association and the Illinois 
Retail Merchants Association 
filed a lawsuit Wednesday, 
April 23, in Sangamon Coun-
ty Circuit Court and are repre-
sented by the law firm Greens-
felder, Hemker and Gale.

Illinois briefs: more unemployment numbers released
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